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Entrance Antiphon:
Six days before the Passover,
when the Lord came into the city of
Jerusalem, the children ran to meet
him; in their hands they carried palm
branches nd with a loud voice cried
out: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed
are you, who have come in your
abundant mercy! O gates, lift high
your heads; grow higher, ancient
doors. Let him enter, the king of glory!
Who is this king of glory? He, the
Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are
you, who have come in your abundant
mercy!

1st Reading: ISAIAH 50:4-7
I did not cover my face against
insult and I know I will not be
ashamed.

Responsorial Psalm:
PS 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24
R. My God, my God, why have
you abandoned me?

2nd Reading: PHIL 2:6-11
He humbled himself to become
like us and God raised him on
high.

Gospel Acclamation:
PHILIPPIANS 2:8-9
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king
of endless glory! Christ became
obedient for us even to death, dying on
the cross. Therefore God raised him
on high and gave him a name above all
other names. Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel: MARK 14:1 - 15:47
Communion Antiphon:
Mt 26: 42
Father, if this chalice cannot
pass without my drinking it,
your will be done.
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Gospel for Blessing of Palms

Mark 11:1-10
When they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two of his disciples, and said to
them, ‘Go into the village opposite you, and
immediately as you enter it you will find a
colt tied, on which no one has ever sat;
untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you,
“Why are you doing this?” say, “The Lord
has need of it and will send it back here
immediately”’. And they went away, and
found a colt tied at the door out in the open
street; and they untied it. And those who
stood there said to them, ‘What are you
doing, untying the colt?’ And they told
them what Jesus had said; and they let them
go. And they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their garments on it; and he sat upon
it. And many spread their garments on the
road, and others spread leafy branches
which they had cut from the fields. And
those who went before and those who followed cried out, ‘Hosanna! Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our
father David that is coming! Hosanna in the highest!’
Reflection
by Father James McCarthy
An old fable tells of the donkey that carried Jesus on Palm
Sunday. The donkey got up the next morning, with the
afterglow of the most exciting day of his life. Never before
had he felt such a rush of pleasure and pride. He walked into
Jerusalem and found a group of people by the well. “I’ll
show myself to them,” he thought. But they didn’t notice him. They went
on drawing water and ignored the donkey. So the donkey said angrily
“Throw your garments down. Don’t you know who I am?” Those around
the well just looked at him in amazement. Someone slapped him across the
tail and ordered him to move along. “Miserable heathens!” muttered the
donkey to himself. “I’ll just go to the market where people will recognise
me.” But the same thing happened there. No one paid any attention to the
donkey as he elegantly walked in the market place. “Where are the palm
branches? Yesterday, you threw palm branches for me!” The people beat
him and drove the donkey away. Hurt and confused, the donkey returned
home to his mother. “Foolish child,” the mother said. “Don’t you realize
that without Jesus, you are just an ordinary donkey?”
Just like the donkey that carried Jesus to Jerusalem, we are only fulfilled
when we are in the service of Jesus Christ. Without him, all our best efforts
are like “filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). When we serve Christ, when we serve
the great King, we are no longer ordinary people, but key players in God’s
plan to redeem the world.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection continued…
The Archbishop of Paris during the early part of the 20th century was a great
evangelizer and preacher. He tried to reach out to unbelievers, scoffers, and
cynics. He liked to tell the story of a young man who would stand outside the
famous Notre Dame Cathedral and shout derogatory slogans at the people
entering to worship. He would call them fools and other insulting names. The
people tried to ignore him but it was difficult. One day the Dean of the
Cathedral went outside to confront the young man, much to the distress of the
parishioners. The young man ranted and raved against everything the priest
told him. Finally, he addressed the young scoffer by saying, “Look, let’s get
this over with once and for all. I’m going to dare you to do something and I
bet you can’t do it.” And of course the young man shot back, “I can do
anything you propose, you white-robed wimp!”
“Fine,” said the priest. “All I ask you to do is to come into the sanctuary with
me. I want you to stare at the figure of Christ, and I want you to scream at the
very top of your lungs, as loudly as you can “Christ died on the cross for me
and I don’t care one bit.” So the young man went into the sanctuary, and
looking at the figure, screamed as loud as he could, “Christ died on the cross
for me and I don’t care one bit.” The priest said, “Very good. Now do it
again.” And again the young man screamed, with a little more hesitancy,
“Christ died on the cross for me and I don’t care one bit.” “You’re almost
done now,” said the priest. “One more time.” The young man raised his fist,
kept looking at the statue, but the words wouldn’t come. He just could not
look at the face of Christ on the cross and say it anymore. The real punch line
came when, after he told the story, the Archbishop said, “I was that young
man. That young man, that defiant young man was me. I thought I didn’t
need God but found out that I did.”
As we enter this Holy Week on this Palm Sunday, we will hear the eyewitness
accounts of the passion and death of Jesus and we will prepare to look and
venerate the Cross repeatedly on Good Friday. The liturgies of this week
emphasize the central truth of our salvation. Let the liturgies of this week
overshadow all we do and all we are. May this Holy Week bring us to a
realization that Christ truly died on the cross for each one of us – and
continues suffering for each of us even today. May this realization bring us to
the Easter resurrection.

PULPIT POINTS 25-March
• Saint in the making? Eileen O’ Connor
• Monica Doumit: By-election controversy: Vic Catholic Education backs
Labor candidate
• Pope approves Australian plenary
• U.S. Diocese unveils new cathedral
• Movie review: A Wrinkle in Time
• Fr Flader: Can I attend gay weddings?
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How to make a Palm Cross
Palm crosses are traditionally made and given to church attendees on Palm Sunday – the Sunday
before Easter when Christians remember Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey and being
cheered by the people shouting ‘Hosanna’.
To make a Palm Cross, You need a single strip of palm about 60cm long and 2 cm wide. If you
don’t have a single palm big enough, you can cut two strips and join them together. Taper one
end. Fold this long strip as outlined in the diagram.
There is also a How to make a Palm Cross video on the Parish Facebook Page. Other videos are
on Youtube also. Why not try it on Palm Sunday and keep it in a prominent place in your house
this holy week.
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EASTER TRIDUUM
Time
6:00PM
Vigil
8:00AM
10:00AM

Acolyte

Readers

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Please see separate
Triduum roster

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 2018.
The annual collection for the Holy Land takes place on Good Friday
at the Stations of the Cross and during the Service of the Lord’s
Passion.
This collection promotes the missionary work of the Church in the
Holy Land by providing welfare assistance to local Christians in areas
such as health, education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools,
orphanages and medical centres throughout the Holy Land rely on
assistance from the Good Friday collection. The collection also helps
to maintain 74 churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus.
Australian Catholics donated $1.35 million to this cause in 2017.
Please remember the Christians of the Holy Land on Good Friday and
pray that peace and harmony will become a reality in the birthplace of
Jesus, the ‘Prince of Peace’.

Easter Offering Envelopes
Please give generously. The Easter Offerings assists priests in the
Archdiocese who are often “out of sight” and can be easily forgotten.
This includes sick priests, priests undertaking further studies, priests
in special works and migrant, hospital and university chaplains.
Please give generously to support them this Easter.

PARISH EASTER VIGIL SUPPER

on Saturday 31st
March This will be organized by the Parish Altar Servers. All
Parishioners are welcome to join and celebrate Easter. If anyone who
would like to bring a plate to share, please bring biscuits, cakes, nibbles
or other supper food. No hot foods.

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our baptism to teach and help
bring others to the knowledge and love of
Jesus Christ. A rewarding and outreach
activity is to become a Catechist by sharing
your faith with some bright young children in
our local public schools. Ring Judith
Orrock on 98742825 and you are nearly there. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided with
all teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

The parish
calendar of events and activities is available for download from the
Parish Website. Go to www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Altar Society: Church cleaning, laundry of altar linen and
flowers for the altar. Join the Altar Society and help keep our church
fit for God. A gold coin donation is greatly appreciated for the
ongoing beautification of the church.

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

HOLY WEEK
TIMETABLE 2018
Palm Sunday 25 March
Masses start in school playground
with Blessing of Palms
6pm - Vigil Mass on Saturday
8am and 10am - Masses on Sunday

Holy Monday 26 March
9.15am – Communion Service

Holy Tuesday 27 March
9.15am – Mass (for healing of Betty Rooney)
12pm – Washing of Feet for Kindergarten
5.30pm – 7.30pm – Acolytes/Servers Practice

Holy Wednesday 28 March
9.15am Mass
(of Rememberance for Alexander Saldanha)
9.45am - Divine Mercy Chaplet
12pm – Washing of Feet Liturgy for Year One
7pm to 8pm - Confessions available

Holy Thursday 29 March
(No Morning Parish Mass)
10.30am Chrism Mass (St Mary’s Cathedral)

7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(Please return Project Compassion Boxes)
Adoration continues until 11pm

Good Friday 30 March
10am Stations of the Cross
(Includes Collection for the Holy Land)
11am to 12pm – Confessions available
11am – Servers/Acolytes Practice
2.30pm Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary

3pm Service of the Lord’s Passion
(Includes Collection for the Holy Land)

Holy Saturday 31 March
9:15am The Seven Stations of our
Sorrowful Mother
10am – Servers/Acolyte Practice

7:30pm Easter Vigil
(Candles will be provided.
Mass will start in carpark with Paschal Fire)
Easter Offerings for Priests in Other Ministries.
9.30pm – Easter Supper (Parish Hall – please
bring food to share. No hot food)

Easter Sunday 1 April
Masses: 8am and 10am
Includes Easter Offerings for Priests

