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Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 138: 18, 5-6
I have risen, and I am with you
still, alleluia. You have laid your
hand upon me, alleluia. Too
wonderful for me, this
knowledge, alleluia, alleluia.

1st Reading:
ACTS 10:34. 37-43
We have eaten and drunk with
him after his resurrection from the
dead.

Responsorial Psalm:
PS 117:1-2. 16-17. 22-23
R. This is the day the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad.

2nd Reading:
COLOSSIANS 3:1-4
Look for the things that are in
heaven, where Christ is.

Gospel Acclamation:
1 CORINTHIANS 5:7-8
Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ has become our paschal
sacrifice; let us feast with joy in
the Lord. Alleluia!

Gospel

MARK 16:1-7
When the sabbath was over, Mary
of Magdala, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome, bought spices
with which to go and anoint him.
And very early in the morning on
the first day of the week they went
to the tomb, just as the sun was
rising.
They had been saying to one
another, 'Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to
the tomb?' But when they looked they could see that the stone which was very big - had already been rolled back. On entering
the tomb they saw a young man in a white robe seated on the
right-hand side, and they were struck with amazement. But he
said to them, 'There is no need for alarm. You are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: he has risen, he is not here.
See, here is the place where they laid him. But you must go and
tell his disciples and Peter, "He is going before you to Galilee; it
is there you will see him, just as he told you.'"

Easter Blessings to All - CHRIST IS RISEN
May the salvation and redemption in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
bring joy to you and to all your loved ones. Happy Easter and blessings to all.
Thank you to all who have helped make our ceremonies so beautiful and
prayerful during the last week - to our singers and musicians, our servers and
acolytes, readers, altar society and flower arrangements, liturgy committee and
everyone who has prayed and contributed to our celebrations and collections.
May God bless you for your faith, hope, love and devotion to Jesus Christ.

Gospel: MARK 16:1-7
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified, has risen.

Communion Antiphon:
1 Cor 5: 7-8
Christ our Passover has been
sacrificed, alleluia; therefore let
us keep the feast with the
unleavened bread of purity and
truth, alleluia, alleluia.
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Reflection
by Father James McCarthy
Easter is the true salvation of the human race! Some may ask
“What do we need to be saved from?” But if we are honest,
there are times when every person could say they are becoming
old, tired, wrinkly, depressed, self-centred, irrelevant, stagnant
or even lacking in direction. If Christ had not poured out his
blood for us, then we would be without hope, our destiny and
the destiny of the whole world would inevitably be finalised through our deaths.
However Easter has reversed our natural destiny to die: Christ’s resurrection
is a new beginning for everything. Through Easter we are renewed and we
become innocent and become like newborn children again. Easter brings
about a total renewal of all of creation. Like after the Great Flood (with Noah)
creation began again based on goodness and faithfulness to God, so too at
Easter creation begins again and the clock is turned back to our original
perfection, our original dignity in the image and likeness of God.

The Parish Bulletin
Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr James McCarthy
Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536 Fax: 9807-5971
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday
9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 10 am – Muntia Gouw
1st, 3rd, 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10am – David Foong
Children Liturgy - Elsa Manu
Sacramental Coordinators: Marisa
Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Divine Mercy Devotion - Gloria Divine
Driver Roster – Felicity Donnelly

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection continued…
Our world, country, city and especially the Catholic Church needs an “exodus”
- a new experience of escaping captivity, not just a superficial adjustment in our
everyday lives, but we need a spiritual and moral conversion that will bring
about the formation of a new and free humanity. Generally, humans do not
really care about others. We pass the buck and make others responsible and we
blame others for all sorts of problems in the world. As the Jewish people were
brought out of slavery in Egypt and sent on a journey towards the Promised
Land, so we need an escape and a new direction for everything. The priorities
of our world, our church and our hearts need to change from the status quo of
power, routine and control, to life, youthfulness, service, joy, faith, forgiveness,
spontaneity, peace and love. But how often do good people stand up and decide
to go in a completely different direction and to make a difference, even when
we believe in Christ and the resurrection?
We need profound and deep change and revolution. This all begins with our
individual consciences and our individual response to the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. How will we be different after Easter this year?
Simply making a resolution that lasts for one week and is forgotten is not really
making a profound and deep change.
The first Christians understood that their faith and witness to the resurrection
would come at the price of their own immediate safety. The disciples had
experienced the effects of terrorism and persecution. They understood the
power that evil had in the world, and they understood that the love of God
overcomes everything. Terrorism and the persecution of Christians seem to
never stop. However in the midst of the fears of our world we are called to
rejoice at the resurrection because Christ has put an end to death. Hence St Paul
can say to the persecuted community at Philippi: “Rejoice in the Lord always,
again I will say, rejoice!” (Phil 4:4).
Joy however cannot be commanded but is a gift from God for those who
respond to the Resurrection. The risen Lord gives us the gift of joy on this
Easter day. Let us be filled with a belief in the resurrection, a hope in the
immortality given to us and a joyful love about our future.
If up till now you have kept Jesus at a relative safe distance, step towards Jesus
and He will receive you with open arms. If you have been indifferent or shaky
in your belief then I invite you to take a risk and place your life in the hands of
Jesus: you won’t be disappointed. If following Jesus seems difficult, don’t be
afraid, but trust and be confident that Jesus is close to you at all times.
On behalf of the whole parish, I extend Easter greetings and blessings to all
people in the Meadowbank, West Ryde and surrounding areas - to your friends,
families and loved ones. May the Resurrection of Jesus deepen your experience
of Christ’s saving work in your life and in our community.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

The parish calendar
of events and activities is available for download from the Parish Website. It
is updated on a daily basis with new events, Mass intentions and activities.
If you use a digital calendar on your mobile or Ipad, it is very easy to include
the calendar in your own calendar by simply hitting the + button located on
the parish homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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St Michael’s Playgroup:

PULPIT POINTS 01-April

Collections Update from Palm Sunday

• I reject Euthanasia
• Singing sisters are a Sister Act
• Mums stand up for Down Syndrome kids
• Over the moon
• Movie Review: Pacific Rim Uprising
• The courage and faith of a Gendarme

Every Thursday 9-11am
in the Hall. Children ages 0-5 welcome. Enter via the
school gate on Hughes St. Cost $2 and a piece of fruit to
share. Free play, sing song, story-time, art/craft and lots
more! Contact Elsa Manu elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au

Weekly Break-even Target for 1st Collection:
$1,300. Last week (25 March) was $154 over target
Weekly Target for 2nd Collection/Envelopes:
$1,900. Last week (25 March) was $75 under target.
Many thanks for sharing your blessings. Thank you also for
your continued support through the Easter Offering
Envelopes.

New Votive Candle Stand -Feedback Needed
The Parish is trialling a new votive candle stand. This votive
candle stand is the world’s cleanest, safest and smokeless
votive candle burning system. The Saint Killian Candle
Company has installed similar stands in the biggest shrines in
the world, including Notre Dame in Paris, St Patrick’s
Cathedral in New York and last week they were installed into
St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney. Fr James is looking for
feedback on whether it should stay at Meadowbank.

Stewardship of God’s Gifts - Parish
Financial Report 2017.
Available for collection at the rear of the Church.
The Parish Finance Committee and several Parish leaders
have helped Fr James to produce a financial report on the
current financial situation of the parish.
It includes detailed income and expenditure analysis from
the last 4 years and provides a budget for this financial year.
There are also several testimonies from parishioners
involved in different ministries in our parish. It isn’t just
numbers! Please take a report and prayerful consider the
ways you may be able to assist with the work of the Church.
The 10 Child Safe Standards
that all institutions are expected to value and implement.
1. Child safety is embedded in institutional leadership, governance
and culture.
2. Children participate in decisions affecting them and are taken
seriously.
3. Families and communities are informed and involved.
4. Equity is upheld and diverse needs are taken into account.
5. People working with children are suitable and supported.
6. Processes to respond to complaints of child sexual abuse are child
focused.
7. Staff and Volunteers are equipped with the knowledge, skills and
awareness to keep children safe through continual education and
training.
8. Physical and online environments minimise the opportunity for
abuse to occur.
9. Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is continuously
reviewed and improved.
10. Policies and procedures document how the institution is child safe.
(Taken from Pg6, Final Report: Recommendations, Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.)

First Holy Communion program news :
Enrolment Mass Weekend at all Masses
on 7/8 April
The sacrament of First Holy Communion will be
celebrated this year at the following Masses:
Saturday 16 and 23 June at 6.00pm Mass
Sunday 17 and 24 June at 10.00am Mass
For more information, contact Marisa on 0402 902 871,
Liz on 0412 802 025 email lizandmarisa@gmail.com

Easter and the Easter Bunny
Christian art has several examples from the 2nd century
through to the 16th century of rabbits as a symbol of Christ.
In the ancient eastern Christian Church the rabbit was used
on tombstones as a symbol of Christ. Some early Christians
viewed the rabbit’s hole as a symbol of the tomb of Christ,
and thus the rabbit became associated with Easter, and the
presence of the rabbit was a sign that life had emerged from
the tomb.
The idea of rabbits as a symbol of vitality, rebirth and
abundance of life also derives from the early Church. There
is a curious and strange phenomenon called superfetation,
which is most common with rabbits, although there is some
suggestion of this occurring in other animals and even once
or twice in humans. Superfetation is when a female animal
falls pregnant on more than one occasion from different
menstrual cycles – thus carrying embryos of significantly
different ages during the one pregnancy. For example, the
rabbit is pregnant for one month and then becomes pregnant
and carries additional embryos after one month for the rest
of the pregnancy cycle. Prior to scientific study and
knowledge of this phenomenon, it was thought that as
rabbits were giving birth to baby rabbits that were different
in ages, that the rabbit must have become pregnant in a
miraculous way, which caused some early Christians to
connect rabbits with virginity and the Immaculate
Conception.

Mass & Blessing for People with Autism
In celebration of Autism Awareness Month and to honour
all those in our community with autism, the Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney invites you to the annual Mass
and Blessing for People with Autism.
WHERE: St Benedict's Church, Broadway.
WHEN: Sunday 8th April 2018, 2:00pm. For inquiries or
to RSVP by Tuesday 3rd April please contact
LMFevents@sydneycatholic.org

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

will be celebrated at St
Therese Church Denistone on the 8th April 2018 from 2-4pm.
Holy Mass at 3pm. Sacrament of Reconciliation available
before Mass. All are welcome.
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Roster: 7 / 8 April 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Family Vigil Mass
Youth Readers

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Jo-anne Peters
Chris Twomey

Jonathan Ling
Livia Bolanca

10:00AM John Fillion

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Liz Paricka
2 Mark Pereira
3 Pam Keenan
4 Paul Thambyah
5 Prescilla Luzon
6 Robyn Meehan
Norman Fairbairn
Violet Moussa
1 Celeste Villarente
2 Connie Buttigieg
3 Darryle Fernandes
4 Felicity Donnelly
5 Michael Dunkin
6 Gloria Divine

(2 - 8 April 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5:50pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer (Lauds) 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Masses:
9:15am - Monday (Communion Service)
9:15am - Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses: (Communion Enrolment Weekend)
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

Piety Stall

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends of the month.
Our next opening will be on Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th April

PARISH EVENING TEA on 31st March, Saturday after
the Easter Vigil Mass. This will be organized by the Parish
Altar Servers. All Parishioners welcome. If anyone who would
like to bring a plate to share, just bring biscuits, cakes or nibbles.
No hot foods.

Altar Society: Church cleaning, laundry of altar linen
and flowers for the altar. Join the Altar Society and help keep
our church fit for God. A gold coin donation is greatly
appreciated for the ongoing beautification of the church.

Vacancies. Two of the mowing team are leaving at the
end of this mowing season and replacement team members are
needed. If you can spare a few hours one weekend a month
contact Don Smith 0414 748 302
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 3rd April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Antonio Tan
Wednesday 4th April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Eduardo Bagulbagul
Thursday 5th April 2018 9:15am
Mass for fast recovery of Patricia Ong
Friday 6th April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Saturday 7th April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Dolores Rulloda
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PERMITTED PER DAY

If you desire a Mass offered, please contact the Office to
request a specific day well in advance. If a day is already
booked taken, it is possible for several names to be mentioned
on significant anniversaries and the Mass offered at the next
available day.

Sacraments: 1 April

Wedding:

Baptism, Confirmation &
Eucharist: Karl Howard
Baptism: Chloe & Sofia

Delia & Olivier
Monday 2nd April,
Time: 12:30pm

Request for Prayers
Recently Deceased:

(1) Ben O'Hara (son of Anne & Michael)
(2) Michael Walsh

Roster for Church Cleaners
For the month of April, August and December
. Cherie Cavaleri, Christina Spararo Dutturi
. Moussa
Linen- Maureen Richardson
VACUUM ROSTER- Sean Van Wyk

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our baptism to
teach and help bring others to the knowledge and
love of Jesus Christ. A rewarding
and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing
your faith with some bright
young children in our local
public schools. Ring Judith
Orrock on 98742825 and you are nearly there.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to
teach and provided with all teaching materials to
make you a successful catechist.

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available for
download from the Parish Website. Dates are also included in
the downloadable parish calendar.
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