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The Parish Bulletin
Third Sunday of Easter, Yr B/2

Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Ps 65: 1-2
Cry out with joy to God, all the
earth; O sing to the glory of his
name. O render him glorious
praise, alleluia.

The disciples told their story of what
had happened on the road and how
they had recognised Jesus at the breaking of bread.
They were still talking about all this
when Jesus himself stood among them
and said to them, ‘Peace be with you!’
In a state of alarm and fright, they
thought they were seeing a ghost. But
he said, ‘Why are you so agitated, and
why are these doubts rising in your
hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes,
it is I indeed. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no
flesh and bones as you can see I have.’ And as he said this he
showed them his hands and feet. Their joy was so great that they
still could not believe it, and they stood there dumbfounded; so he
said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ And they offered
him a piece of grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes.
Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said, while I
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of
Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms has to be fulfilled.’ He
then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said
to them, ‘So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all the
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.’

1st Reading:
Acts 3:13-15,17-19
You killed the prince of life: God,
however, raised him from the
dead.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 4:2,4,7,9
R: Lord, let you face shine on
us.

2nd Reading: 1 John 2:1-5
Jesus Christ is the sacrifice that
takes our sins away, and the
world's

Gospel Acclamation:
cf.Lk24:32
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord Jesus, explain the
Scriptures to us. Make our
hearts burn within us as you
talk to us. Alleluia

Gospel:

Luke 24:35-48
It is written that the Christ would
suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead.

Communion Antiphon:
Lk 24:46-47
The Christ had to suffer and on
the third day rise from the
dead; in his name repentance
and remission of sins must be
preached to all the nations,
alleluia.
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Luke 24:35-48

Reflection
by Father James McCarthy
There is a true story about a judge a few years ago in
Yugoslavia who had an unfortunate accident. He was
electrocuted when he reached up to turn on the light while
standing in the bathtub (a pretty silly thing to do!). He went
into shock and it appeared as if he had died. His wife found
his body sprawled on the bathroom floor and she called for help. Friends,
neighbours, police, and everyone showed up. The judge was pronounced dead
and taken to the funeral home. The local radio picked up the story and broadcast
it throughout the city. In the middle of the night, the judge regained
consciousness while at the morgue. When he realized where he was, he rushed
over to alert the night watchman, who promptly ran off, terrified that a dead man
had risen. The first thought of the judge was to phone his wife and reassure her.
But he got no further than, "Hello darling, it’s me," when she screamed and
fainted. He tried calling a couple of the neighbours, but they all thought it was
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection continued…
some sort of a sick prank. He even went so far as to go to the homes of several
friends, but they were all sure he was a ghost and slammed the door in his face.
Finally, he was able to call a friend in the neighbouring town who hadn't heard
of his death. This friend was able to convince his family and other friends that
he really was alive.
Jesus had to convince the disciples and his friends that he wasn’t a ghost and
that he was truly alive – this was necessary for the resurrection to be preached.
Jesus showed them his hands and his feet, reminding them of his death, and
what he had done, and he invited them to touch him and see that he was real.
And he even ate a piece of cooked fish with them- all to prove that he was alive
and not a ghost or simply a spirit or an angel. He stood there before them, as real
and alive as he had been during the previous three years of his public ministry.
We as Christians are now the witnesses of Christ’s resurrection. We need to
believe and act with the sure hope that Jesus is alive and well. We need to never
underestimate the power of the Resurrection to overcome evil and change evil
into goodness. We need to live with the same mercy as Christ, and we need to
never give up on those who are not yet walking with Christ.
Today's gospel reports to us two events that are distinct in time but closely
linked to each other. The first is the apparition of Jesus to his disciples,
described by Luke as being “on the way” also known as the story of Emmaus,
which is the passage directly before today’s Gospel. The Emmaus story was
when the disciples recognised the Resurrected Jesus only after their minds and
hearts were opened to the Word of God and the bread was blessed and broken.
The Story of Emmaus is very well known and has obvious Eucharistic overtones
through the connection between how we are first nourished by the Word of
Christ and then and only then are we nourished by the Flesh of the Eucharistic
Christ.
The second event in today’s Gospel was the Lord's preparation of the
Apostles for their mission in the world. These two events are closely related to
each other. In the Emmaus story, Luke said Christ “interpreted to them what
referred to him in all the Scriptures.” In the 2nd half of the Gospel, Luke said
Christ “opened their minds to understand the Scriptures”, quoting Christ as
saying “that everything written about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets
and psalms must be fulfilled.”
To understand and believe in the resurrection, we need to study the
Scriptures and to especially study the links between the Old Testament and
Jesus Christ. Like the judge who had to go to a neighbouring town to convince
his own family that he was alive, so too we need to go beyond our immediate
context of life to proclaim that Jesus is alive. In finding life and truth in the Old
Testament, we are able to then spread the good news that Jesus is not dead but
is truly alive.
Scriptural study is an essential part of being a Catholic, and the Easter
Season should give us the necessary encouragement to find our bibles, to open
them and to start studying and discovering the existence of Christ in the Old and
the New Testaments, and to proclaim confidently that Jesus is alive!

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

The parish calendar
of events and activities is available for download from the Parish Website. It
is updated on a daily basis with new events, Mass intentions and activities.
If you use a digital calendar on your mobile or Ipad, it is very easy to include
the calendar in your own calendar by simply hitting the + button located on
the parish homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Catechist Gathering.
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PULPIT POINTS 15 April

On behalf of your CCD
Parish Catechist Support team, I invite you to join Bishop
Tony Randazzo at our next Catechist Gathering.
When: Monday 30 April, 10.30am-1.30pm (Morning tea
will be served from 10am)
Where: Lidcombe Parish Hall (vehicle entry via 3 Keating
St, Lidcombe, or 300 metres from Lidcombe train station,
north side of the tracks)
10.30-11.30 Eileen O’Connor presentation by Bishop Tony
Randazzo
Bishop Tony Randazzo, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney,
presents our local girl and saint in waiting, Eileen
O’Connor, and her inspiring life during this Year of Youth.
Who is Eileen O’Connor, why is she an inspiration, how is
she relevant to different age-groups today?
The Year of Youth – what’s on and what can we invite
young people to?

First Holy Communion program.

Stewardship of God’s Gifts Parish Financial Report 2017.

New Votive Candle Stand -Positive

Available for collection at the rear of the Church.
The Parish Finance Committee and several Parish leaders
have helped Fr James to produce a financial report on the
current financial situation of the parish.
It includes detailed income and expenditure analysis from the
last 4 years and provides a budget for this financial year.
There are also several testimonies from parishioners
involved in different ministries in our parish. It isn’t just
numbers! Please take a report and prayerfully consider the
ways you may be able to assist with the work of the Church.
Copies are available at the doors of the Church and on the
parish website.

The Parish is trialling a new votive candle stand. This
votive candle stand is the world’s cleanest, safest and
smokeless votive candle burning system. The Saint
Killian Candle Company has installed similar stands in
the biggest shrines in the world, including Notre Dame
in Paris, St Patrick’s Cathedral in New York and last
week they were installed into St Mary’s Cathedral in
Sydney. Fr James has received several positive
feedback comments on whether it should stay at
Meadowbank. There is now an opportunity for it to be
donated by an interested parishioner. Please discuss
with Fr James if you are interested.

Collections Update from last Sunday (4Apr)

The 10 Child Safe Standards

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (to assist clergy): $1442 ($142 over target)
2nd Collection (for parish costs): $1710 ($190 under target)
For the period from July 2017 to end of March 2018, the parish
has raised $1600 less than the budgeted amounts for the 2nd
collection and envelopes. We are currently on target with the first
collection. Thank you once again for your generosity.

ANZAC DAY Memorial Mass
On Wednesday 25th April, there will be a special ANZAC
Day Mass at 9.15am. All welcome.

FIRST FRIDAY Mass - Every Month at 7pm
The next First Friday Mass in honour of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus is on Friday 4th May at 7pm. There will be pizza and
fellowship in the Parish Hall following the Mass. Please
invite friends to attend. All welcome. May is a special month
in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available for
download from the Parish Website. Dates are also included in
the downloadable parish calendar.

Care for the dying: 80% miss out.
Queens of the greens
All welcome. Mass for Autism
Just do it - Pope’s new Exhortation on Joy.
Movie Review: Midnight Sun
History’s Lessons: Religious Freedom in Australia.

The sacrament of First Holy Communion will be
celebrated this year at the following Masses:
Saturday 16 and 23 June at 6.00pm Mass
Sunday 17 and 24 June at 10.00am Mass
Commitment Masses will occur on 5 & 6 May, with the
first session beginning on 8 May. For more information
please contact Marisa on 0402 902 871, Liz on 0412
802 025 or email
sacraments@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Feedback received. Donation opportunity!

that all institutions are expected to value and implement.
1. Child safety is embedded in institutional leadership,
governance and culture.
2. Children participate in decisions affecting them and are
taken seriously.
3. Families and communities are informed and involved.
4. Equity is upheld and diverse needs are taken into
account.
5. People working with children are suitable and
supported.
6. Processes to respond to complaints of child sexual
abuse are child focused.
7. Staff and Volunteers are equipped with the knowledge,
skills and awareness to keep children safe through
continual education and training.
8. Physical and online environments minimise the
opportunity for abuse to occur.
9. Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is
continuously reviewed and improved.
10. Policies and procedures document how the institution
is child safe.
(Taken from Pg6, Final Report: Recommendations, Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse.)
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Roster: 21 / 22 April 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Brian Maher
Carol Maher

8:00AM

Stevanus Prasetyono

Mel Talisayon
Nick Radice

Michael Dunkin
Joan D'souza

10:00AM John Fillion

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Robyn Meehan
2 Rita D’Mello
3 Mark Pereira
4 Pam Keenan
5 Paul Thambyah
6 Liz Paricka
Nora Gardner
Norman Fairbairn
1 Celeste Villarente
2 Darryle Fernandes
3 Connie Buttigieg
4 Gloria Divine
5 Michael Dunkin
6 Felicity Donnelly

(16 - 22 April 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5:50pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer (Lauds) 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Masses:
9:15am - Monday (Communion Service)
9:15am - Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekend of the
month. Our next opening will be on Saturday 21st & Sunday
22nd April 2018.

SAINT THIS WEEK.
SAT 21 APR St Anselm, bishop, doctor

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES
QUOTE
The home is where children first learn
about God. Parents hand on faith to their
children not only by what they say but,
more importantly, by what they do and
how they treat others both inside and
outside of the home.

Altar Society Needs Urgent Help: We are in
need of more helpers in the Church to clean, do flowers and
vacuum. Please contact Marie Bennett Urgently on 9874 5417
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Saturday 14th April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jimmy Tan
Tuesday 17th April 2018 9:15am
Mass for the 4th Month Memorial
of Sonnetta Joseph
Wednesday 18th April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Isabelita Temprosa
Thursday 19th April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Samrieh Maarrawi
Friday 20th April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Hilda Dunne
Saturday 21st April 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for George Peres Da Costa
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY
If you desire a Mass offered, please contact the Office to
request a specific day well in advance. If a day is already
booked taken, it is possible for several names to be
mentioned on significant anniversaries and the Mass
offered at the next available day.

Request for Prayers
Sick: Bridgitte Ambrose
RECENTLY DECEASED: Suzanne Curran

Roster for Church Cleaners
For the month of April, August and December
Cherie Cavaleri, Christina Spararo Dutturi
Moussa and Rose El Bayeh & Robyn Meehan
Linen- Maureen Richardson & Joan D’Souza
VACUUM ROSTER- Sean Van Wyk

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our baptism to
teach and help bring others to the knowledge and
love of Jesus Christ. A rewarding
and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing
your faith with some bright
young children in our local
public schools. Ring Judith
Orrock on 98742825 and you are nearly there.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to
teach and provided with all teaching materials to
make you a successful catechist.
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