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Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Is 48: 20
Proclaim a joyful sound and let
it be heard; proclaim to the
ends of the earth: The Lord has
freed his people, alleluia.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the
Father has loved me, so I have loved
you. Remain in my love. If you keep my
commandments you will remain in my
love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and remain in his love.
I have told you this so that my own joy
may be in you and your joy be
complete. This is my commandment:
love one another, as I have loved you.
A man can have no greater love than to
lay down his life for his friends. You are
my friends, if you do what I command
you. I shall not call you servants any
more, because a servant does not know
his master’s business; I call you friends, because I have made known
to you everything I have learnt from my Father. You did not choose
me: no, I chose you; and I commissioned you to go out and to bear
fruit, fruit that will last; and then the Father will give you anything
you ask him in my name. What I command you is to love one
another.’

1st Reading:

Acts 10:2526,34-35,44-48
The gift of the Holy Spirit was
poured out upon the Gentiles also.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 97(98):1-4
The Lord has revealed to the
nations his saving power.

2nd Reading: 1 John 4:7-10
God is love.

Gospel Acclamation:
John 14:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my
words, and my Father will love
them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

John 15:9-17
No one can have no greater love
than to lay down his life for his
friends.

Communion Antiphon:
Jn 14: 15-16
If you love me, keep my
commandments, says the Lord,
and I will ask the Father and he
will send you another Paraclete,
to abide with you for ever,
alleluia.

John 15:9-17

Reflection
by Father James McCarthy
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that we are his friends and not
his slaves. Friends are equal to each other while slaves are
anything but equal to their master. We are not numbers to God
and we are not slaves to be bought and sold for the benefit of
another. Rather Jesus refers to us as friends – as human beings
who have dignity, who are in a mutual relationship of love to the
point of equality with God. We are not just tax payers or products to be
disposed of by a dictator, but Jesus says that we are citizens, which means that
we are contributors and owners of our society and not just welfare cases. As
citizens of God, we have rights, responsibilities and duties as members of God’s
kingdom.
Our first reading today has the story of the Roman Centurion Cornelius. At the
time of Jesus, the Roman Soldiers were generally not considered to be the
friends of the Jewish people. But something incredible happens in the first
reading. Cornelius and his household all convert from paganism to faith in
Jesus Christ. St Peter baptizes the first pagans and demonstrates that the
message of Jesus Christ is not just for the Jewish people but all people are called
to friendship with Jesus.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection continued…
In the Old Testament, God wanted the blessing of the Jewish people not to be
exclusive but extended to all the nations of the earth. Ever since the call of
Abraham in the Book of Genesis, God had said: “By you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed” (Gen 12:3). Unfortunately it took until Jesus Christ for
this revelation of God to come to fruition.
St Peter, inspired by God, understood that “God does not have favourites, but
that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is
acceptable to him.’(Acts 10:34-35). Peter’s gesture to baptize the Roman
Soldier Cornelius and his household becomes an image of the Church open to
all nations, to all people, to all of humanity. Within the household of Cornelius
were slaves, and these slaves were given the status of equals with their master
and with the rest of the community through baptism into Christ.
The challenge for us at St Michael’s Meadowbank is that the face of our Parish
keeps changing with new arrivals to Australia and new arrivals to our area. Our
parish and lay leadership should also adapt to the changing face of our area.
The newer faces in our local community should be as much a part of our parish
and our ministries as the faces that have lived here for generations. If you see
yourself as a new face in our community, please help us to hear your voice,
become involved in parish ministries and allow us together to become a
community of inclusivity and diversity in the life of Christ.

Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 10 am – Muntia Gouw
1st SUN 10am – Peter & Jenchris
3rd, 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10am – David Foong
Children Liturgy - Elsa Manu
Sacramental Coordinators: Marisa
Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock

In the Gospel the invitation of the Lord resonates: “You did not choose me, no,
I chose you and I commissioned you to go out and to bear fruit, fruit that will
last.” (Jn 15:16). This message was for the Apostles but it was and is for all the
disciples of Jesus – and even for Christians today. God has chosen us and
commissioned us through baptism and confirmation to go out and to bear fruit
for Jesus in the world. We are called as a Church and as individuals to bear fruit
in society, to be present and known as Christians in our community, to be
active and consistent with our faith – this is God choosing us.

St Michael’s Primary School

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

School Principal - Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au
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As Christians, we should consider what vision of humanity we are proposing
to the next generations? What are these ‘commandments’ that Jesus speaks of,
and what is the love that we are called to live? Our Christian identity is
something we all need to strive to maintain on a daily basis, especially as our
world has such different approaches to life, dignity and diversity of gifts. There
are many conflicting versions of humanity, as there were at the time of Jesus.
Our Christian faith calls us to courageously live the ways of Jesus in our
families, our households, our workplaces and in our community.

World Meeting of Families 2018 Quote
Praying the rosary together, as a family, is very beautiful and a source of
great strength! And also praying for one another! The husband for his wife,
the wife for her husband, both together for their children, the children for
their grandparents….. praying for each other. This is what it means to pray
in the family and it is what makes the family strong. Prayer. (Pope Francis)
The parish calendar
of events and activities is available for download from the Parish Website. It
is updated on a daily basis with new events, Mass intentions and activities.
If you use a digital calendar on your mobile or Ipad, it is very easy to include
the calendar in your own calendar by simply hitting the + button located on
the parish homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Commissioning of Liturgical Ministers

Pulpit points 6 May

Every year those in liturgical ministries should be blessed and
commissioned in their role of service within the parish. This
includes readers, acolytes and altar servers, musicians,
extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, altar society,
collectors, greeters. This will occur during all the Masses on
Trinity Sunday this year. Please make a special effort to attend
Mass at St Michael’s that weekend.

• Searching for God in the Stars
• Movement re-opens the NSW office
• Archbishop Fisher: Lest we forget
• Good moral values embedded in Avengers
• Movie Review: Little Alfie Evans

When: At All Sunday Masses on 26/27 May

Catechist Parish Meeting
for all Catechists
When: Tuesday 8 May, 11am to
Where: Parish Meeting Room, St Michael’s Meadowbank.

Walk with Christ 2018 - Sunday 3 June
The Annual Eucharistic Procession of the Church in Sydney
travels through the streets of Sydney on the Feast of Corpus
Christ. 2018 marks the 200th Anniversary of Eucharistic
Adoration in Australia. Participants are asked to gather at the
corner of Pitt St and Martin Place in the CBD at 2:30pm. The
procession will conclude at the St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt
with Adoration and Benediction.
Walk With Christ engages Catholics of all ages and backgrounds
and revives a rich Catholic tradition of public faith demonstration.
Don't miss this extraordinary event! Bring your family and
friends as we witness to the presence of Christ in our city.

Kindergarten 2019 Enrolments
Applications are now being accepted for students who intend to
start Kindergarten next year at St Michael’s Meadowbank Catholic
Primary School. Enrolment packs can be collected from the school
office on 9808 2658. Fr James and the Principal Mr Story will be
conducting enrolment interviews in May for parents and students
enrolling for 2019. Please encourage families to consider a
Catholic Education for their children and to contact the School for
more information.

Collections Update from last Sunday (29 Apr)
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (to assist clergy): $1277 ($30 under target)
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1733 ($170 under target)
For the period from July 2017 to end of March 2018, the
parish raised $1600 less than the budgeted amounts for the
2nd collection and envelopes. We are on target with the
first collection. Thank you once again for your generosity.

CWF MAY PASTORAL APPEAL 2018:
The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Pastoral Appeal will occur
this weekend, 5th & 6th May 2018. There will be a third
collection this weekend.
The Appeal is for the benefit of charities and agencies that work
in the Archdiocese of Sydney: The Fund supports CatholicCare,
Ephpheta Centre for the Deaf, the Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, Seminaries and Catholic
Chaplaincies.
Every parish has a quota that needs to be collected. St Michael’s
quota for the May appeal is $4,000, which is roughly $45 per
active parish envelope giver. All donations of $2 or more made
with an envelope receive a 100% tax deduction. Thank you for
your support.

Meadowbank Parish 70th Anniversary
h

On 1 October 1948, Fr Bush was appointed as the first
parish priest of St Michael’s Meadowbank and St
Michael’s was formally created as a Parish.
A church community and a school began at the current
Parish site in 1921, but originally the community was a
part the Parish of Ryde and then later under Rydalmere
Parish.
To honour the memory of Fr Bush and the 70 years of
the parish, there will be an Anniversary Celebration on
the Solemnity of St Michael the Archangel, the Parish
Feast Day, on Saturday 29th September.
Fr James is looking for suggestions/ideas for what could
be prepared for the occasion. Already, there have been
suggestions of different forms of celebration dinners, a
special Mass to invite previous parishioners to attend
and even a suggestion of an outdoor Statue of St Michael
the Archangel. Please contact the Parish Office or talk
to Fr James if you are interested in participating in the
organising committee for the anniversary.

Mt Schoenstatt May Pilgrimage
This year is the Golden Jubilee 50th Year Celebration of the
Shrine on 20 May 2018 Pentecost Sunday.
9:30 Arrival ~ Sacrament of Reconciliation available in the
Family Hall
9:45 Celebrating our Shrine: 50 Years of Blessings
10:30 Jubilee Mass celebrated by Anthony Fisher OP with
Recommissioning of the Pilgrim Mother Coordinators
12:15 Lunch — BYO or purchase from the Multicultural
Food Stalls
2:00 Thanksgiving Devotion and Benediction
Please arrive early for parking purposes. BYO chairs and
picnic rugs. For more info call 02 4773 8338

New Votive Candle Stand -Positive
Feedback received. Donation opportunity!
The new votive candle stand trial has gone very well
with many positive responses. Usage is also very
positive. The Parish is thankful for the 4 parishioners
who have contributed towards the costs. We are still
seek another 1 or 2 donors to help cover the entire cost
of the project. If you are interested in contributing,
please see Fr James or the Parish Office.

PARISH MORNING TEA
On Sunday 6th May after the 10am Mass at the Bush .

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available
for download from the Parish Website. Dates are also
included in the downloadable parish calendar. Page 3
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Roster: 12 / 13 May 2018
Time

Acolyte

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Sunitha Victor
Prescilla Luzon

8:00AM

Meynardo Talisayon

Gregory Cheng
Jo-anne Peters

Livia Bolanca
Sean V Wyk

10:00AM John Fillion

Liturgy for this week

1 David Doring
2 Joseph J K
3 Rita D’Mello
4 Liz Paricka
5 Mark Pereira
6 Pam Keenan
Declan Thomas
Agnes Aldana
1 Gloria Divine
2 Joan D'souza
3 Maureen Richardson
4 Connie Buttigieg
5 Celeste Villarente
6 TBA

(7 - 13 May 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5:50pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer (Lauds) 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Masses:
9:15am - Monday (Communion Service)
9:15am - Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall

will be open after all masses this
weekend. First Communion gifts and cards are now available.

CHURCH CLEANING, LAUNDRY OF THE ALTAR LINEN,
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR. Join the Altar Society and help keep
our church fit for God. A gold coin or coins donation is greatly
appreciated for the on going cleaning and flowers for the church.
There is a box at the doors of the church for gold coins.

Altar Society Needs Urgent Help
We are in need of more helpers in the Church to clean, do flowers and
vacuum. Contact Marie Bennett urgently on 0447 830 551.

ROSARY AT ANZAC PARK.

We
invite everyone to join the Rosary Crusade
on Saturday, 12th May, at Anzac Park, West
Ryde at 2:00-3:00pm for Our Lady of the
Southern Cross.
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Saturday 5th May 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Fortunato Galluzzo
(Deceased Birthday)
Tuesday 8th May 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Wednesday 9th May 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for
Michael Walsh & Tony Abraham
Thursday 10th May 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Hamama Younis, Raymund
& Roza Sassine, Nigie eid,
Ugenian Khatter, Shemounie Shehady & Soraya Sahady
Friday 11th May 2018 9:15am
Mass for the sick: Bridgitte Ambrose
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY
If you desire a Mass offered, please contact the Office to
request a specific day well in advance. If a day is already
taken, it is possible for several names to be mentioned on
significant anniversaries and the Mass offered at the next
available day.

Baptism: CHILD: Camilla PARENTS: Francis
& Anna DATE: 6th May, Sunday Time: 10am

Funeral: Margaret Don Date: 10th May 2018
Time: 10:30am At: St Michael’s Parish

Roster for Church Cleaners
For the month of May
● Rosie and Guy Cavaleri
● Sarah Magsakay
● Henna
● Colleen MaGuire
● Sue Lobo
LINEN: Ancy Joy (weekly)
Carolyn Thomas (end of month)
VACUUM ROSTER: Suzy Curro

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our baptism to teach and
help bring others to the knowledge and love of Jesus
Christ. A rewarding and outreach
activity is to become a Catechist by
sharing your faith with some bright
young children in our local public
schools. Ring Judith Orrock on
98742825 and you are nearly there.
You will be trained in conducting a
class, what to teach and provided with all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.
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