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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Yr B/2

Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 16:15
As for me, in justice I shall
behold your face; I shall be
filled with the vision of your
glory.

1st Reading: Amos 7:12-15
'Go, shepherd, and prophesy to
my people Israel'.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 84(85):9-14
Lord, show us your mercy and
love, and grant us your
salvation.

2nd Reading:
Ephesians 1:3-14
God chose us in Christ before the
world was made.

Gospel Acclamation:
cf Ephesians 1:17-18
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes
of our heart that we might see
how great is the hope to which
we are called. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Mark 6:7-13
'Take nothing with you'.

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 83: 4-5
The sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for her
young: by your altars, O Lord
of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they who dwell in
your house, for ever singing
your praise.
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Gospel

Mark 6:7-13

Jesus made a tour round the villages,
teaching. Then he summoned the
Twelve and began to send them out in
pairs giving them authority over the
unclean spirits. And he instructed
them to take nothing for the journey
except a staff – no bread, no
haversack, no coppers for their
purses. They were to wear sandals
but, he added, ‘Do not take a spare
tunic.’ And he said to them, ‘If you
enter a house anywhere, stay there until you leave the district. And
if any place does not welcome you and people refuse to listen to you,
as you walk away shake off the dust from under your feet as a sign
to them.’ So they set off to preach repentance; and they cast out
many devils, and anointed many sick people with oil and cured them.

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
This week’s Gospel and the one for next week describe how Jesus sent the
disciples to minister in his name and the apostles returned to Jesus afterwards.
These two passages, however are not presented immediately after each other
in Mark’s Gospel. Inserted between our Gospel this week and the Gospel for
next week is the report of Herod’s fears that Jesus is John the Baptist back
from the dead. In Mark’s Gospel, the ministry of Jesus is presented in
connection with the teaching of John the Baptist. Understanding John the
Baptist as a prophet who preaches, as a Jewish priest who baptises, and as a
martyr who is persecuted and sacrificed helps us to understand the ministry of
Jesus as the prophet, the priest and the sacrifice of God.
Jesus’ public ministry begins after John is arrested and John prepares the
immediate context for the ministry of Jesus. John the Baptist prepared the way
for Jesus, not just as “the Voice” but also through his actions and his suffering.
While we do not read these details about John the Baptist in our Gospel this
week nor next week, our Lectionary sequence stays consistent with Saint
Mark’s theme throughout his Gospel.
Last week we heard how Jesus was rejected in his hometown of Nazareth
because the people of Nazareth would not accept the legitimacy of the ministry
of Jesus – even though Jesus was clearly a prophet and a healer.
Mark reminds us about the dangerous context for Jesus’ ministry and that of
his disciples. Preaching repentance and preparing for the Kingdom of God was
a dangerous business for Jesus and for his apostles, and we know that
throughout history, and even today, it is a dangerous business being a
messenger and proclaimer of God’s kingdom. St Mark wants his readers to
know that they will find resistance as they choose to be disciples of Jesus.
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
Today’s Gospel tells us that Jesus sent out the Twelve to go on their first
missionary exercise. Unlike many world tours of musicians and pop stars, who
travel to make money, Jesus directs the apostles to not take a haversack. Jewish
priests would often carry animal skin bags, referred to in our Gospel as
‘haversacks,’ for the purpose of collecting contributions from those they visited
in each town.
Jesus’ instructions to the apostles are very specific and the purpose of the
missionary activities of the Church for us today are also very specific. Similar
to the preaching of John the Baptist, the apostles were instructed to go and
preach repentance, to cast out devils and to anoint the sick.
Jesus sends the apostles out in pairs, establishing his mission as a communal
and shared activity. Christian Faith cannot be a personal or private activity, but
rather it is meant to be lived in a shared experience. For most people, sharing
in the mission of Christ should happen within the context of a marriage – where
a husband and wife together participate in the mission of Jesus Christ.
Jesus also instructs the apostles in the Gospel to travel lightly, without the
customary food, money, and extra sets of clothes. These instructions meant that
the Apostles were dependent on the hospitality of others, just as Jesus depended
on others to provide for his needs.
Today Jesus continues to send us into the world as his disciples. But like the
first disciples, we are not sent alone. Jesus has given us the community of the
Church, which strengthens us in our life of discipleship. The Christian message
can only be proclaimed authentically in and through the community of faith
that is the Church. In our work with others, we build this community of faith
and can invite others to share in it. We are called to facilitate and to build
hospitality within communities, to call people to the goodness of God by
turning away from sin, and by coordinating liturgical actions to assist and cure
those who are spiritually and physically sick.
Every Christian is called not only to be a disciple but also to be an apostle of
Jesus Christ. As disciples we have to follow Jesus and imitate Jesus. As
apostles, we are called to go and evangelize the world through hospitality,
repentance and healing. We are called to share with others not just words or
ideas, but an experience, our experience of God and His Son Jesus Christ. Like
the apostles, like Saint Francis Assisi, Saint Mother Teresa and countless
others, we are all chosen and sent to preach the Gospel to the situations of our
time.
Joke of the week:
A cab driver reaches the Pearly Gates and announces his presence to St.
Peter, who looks him up in his Big Book of those to enter into Heaven. Upon
reading the entry for the cabby, St. Peter invites him to grab a silk robe and
a golden staff and to proceed into Heaven. A priest is next in line behind the
cabby and has been watching these proceedings with interest. He announces
himself to St. Peter. Upon scanning the priest’s entry in the Big Book, St.
Peter furrows his brow and says, "Okay, we'll let you in, but take that cotton
robe and wooden staff." The priest is astonished and replies, "But I am a man
of the cloth. You gave that cab driver a gold staff and a silk robe. Surely, I
rate higher than a cabby." St. Peter responded matter-of-factly: "Here, we are
interested in results. When you preached, people fell asleep. When the
cabby drove his taxi, everyone prayed."
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Collections Update from 8 July
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1010 (weekly target of $1310)
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1416 (weekly target of $1916)
Sea Sunday Appeal Thank you for your support

Tax Receipts for FY 2018

are now available at
the back of the church. If you haven’t collected your new
planned giving envelopes, please do so now from Parish Office.

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available for
download from the Parish Website. Dates are also included
in the downloadable parish calendar.

PULPIT POINTS 15-July
• Meet the angel of Sydney’s waterfront
• Penshurst priest soars with the Swans
• Bishop Robert Barron: The Church must embrace the
digital age
• Former PM’s tribute to Fr Brian Yates
• Movie review: Ant-Man and the Wasp (Disney).

Meadowbank Parish 70th Anniversary
and St Michael’s Feast Celebrations
h

Reminder of the Northern Area Catechist Mass to be held at St
Kevin’s Eastwood on the 20th July at 11am. Attendees are asked to
bring a plate of food to share at the lunch after the Mass. Parking
will be available in the school grounds.

Parish Retreat Day: Saturday 8 September
Begins with Mass at 9.15am, followed by testimonies,
reflections and meditations - concluding at 1pm.
Attendees are asked to bring finger food for a shared
lunch at 12.15pm.
Novena of St Michael the Archangel: begins on 21
September: Will occur at the conclusion of every Mass
until 29 September (Feast Day of St Michael). Novena
cards will be provided.
Day of Prayer, Adoration and Reconciliation:
22 September - 3pm to 6pm. Parish Groups are invited
to lead prayer and praise for 30 minutes at a time.
Adoration and Reconciliation available throughout the
afternoon. Concludes with Benediction at 5.50pm.
More details in future weeks.
Anniversary Mass and Dinner Dance Celebration:
Saturday 29 September - Mass at 5.30pm, followed by
dinner at 7pm for 7.30pm at the Ryde-Eastwood
Leagues Club. Cost is $50 per head. Please start to
coordinate and invite groups and former parishioners to
attend. You might like to arrange a table. Registration
and payments can occur at the Parish Office.
St Michael’s Feast Day Children’s Mass / Family
Luncheon: Sunday 30 September - Mass at 10am,
followed by Lunch and fun around the parish. Children
are invited to dress as Archangel Michael or as any
angel. Lunch will be a BBQ and gold coin donation.

Pro-Life Training LifeChoice Australia.

Pastoral Care Volunteers. Southern Cross

LifeChoice Australia is running pro-life training for young people
on Saturday 25th August. Two international speakers will run the
workshops - Brendan Malone from New Zealand and Lia Mills
from Canada. This will be a great opportunity for young people to
learn how to argue against abortion with intelligence and
compassion. Tickets are only $30 and the event will be held in
Sydney. More information and to register: www.LifeChoice.org.au

Catholic Nursing Home at Marsfield is in need of
Volunteers for spiritual and pastoral caring, with training
being provided on site. If you are interested please contact
Peaches Bagheri at the Nursing Home on 1800 632 314

St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship:
Applications now Open
The St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust offer scholarships to
enable lay people to further their understanding and skills in
leadership/ministry or a specialised activity, such as promoting
faith enhancement, social justice and pastoral care.
Applications close 23 July 2018. Details and application:
http://www.pallottine.org.au/scholarships/st-vincent-pallottischolarship-for-lay-ministry.html

National Catholic Medical Association
- NSW Launch. Saturday 21st July: 3pm. Annual NSW
Mass and Blessing of the Hands Ceremony at Sacred Heart Parish
Darlinghurst Sydney followed by dinner and speakers at St
Vincent's Private Hospital. All doctors, nurses and allied health
care colleagues including students are warmly invited to attend.
See http://facma.org.au/news.html or
https://www.facebook.com/events/1591788990944281/

Catechist Regional Mass - 20 July

180th Anniversary of St Benedict’s Parish
Broadway.
As part of the 180th Anniversary celebration, the first of the twelve
lectures, given by Prof. Tracey Rowland, will be on the Benedictine
Roots of Western Civilisation & its relevance in Evangelisation in the
3rd Millennium.
Join us on Thursday 26th July at 7pm at St Benedict's Hall to hear
how the Rule of St Benedict is still relevant to us now! Please RSVP
to: http://tinyurl.com/stbenlectureseries1

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB
Page.

St Vincent de Paul – Redfern
Over the last 20 years, St Vincent de Paul Society has been
running the Sharing of the Meal at the Catholic Church in
Redfern every Tuesday and Friday from 8.45am to 10.45am
for the homeless and disadvantaged in the community of
Redfern. More volunteers are now needed, even to help
once a month. If you are interested, contact Jenny Carter on
0407 977 180.

Welcome to Fr Jason Fr Jason Parzynski, a
priest friend of Fr James from Trenton, New Jersey USA
will be celebrating the weekday Masses this week. Fr James
will be attending the Sydney Clergy Conference throughout
next week. Please make Fr Jason feel welcome.
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Roster: 21 / 22 July 2018
Time

Acolyte

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Sr Margaret Barry
Sue Mezmacher

8:00AM

Stevanus Prasetyono

Declan Thomas
Gregory Cheng

10:00AM John Fillion

Leony Hamor
Nelyn Gasataya

Liturgy for this week

1 Mark Pereira
2 Sue Metzmacher
3 Brian Maher
4 Carol Maher
5 David Doring
6 Gemma Martin
Agnes Aldana
Mel Talisayon
1 Felissa Tan
2 Maureen Richardson
3 Gloria Divine
4 Connie Buttigieg
5 Darryle Fernandes
6 Celeste Villarente

(16 - 22 July 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday,
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends of the
month. Our next opening will be on Sat 21st & Sunday 22nd July.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen and Flowers
Join the Altar Society and keep our church fit for God. We are in
need of more helpers in the Church to clean, do flowers and vacuum.
More help needed. Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 17th July 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Fr John Peter Evans
Wednesday 18th July 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Nigie Eid, Ugenia Khatter,
Shemounie Shehady,
Soraya Sahady, Raymond & Roza Sassine
Thursday 19th July 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Philomena & Kamal Ghosh
Friday 20th July 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Bernadette Koch
Saturday 21st July 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Christian Jason Mercado
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY

Saints of the Week
Mon 15 Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Fri 20 Saint Apollinaris, Bishop, Martyr

Funeral: Amy Catherine Vicary
Date: Tuesday, 17th July Time: 1:30pm
Place: St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank

Baptism:

Anthony
Date: Saturday, 14th July Time: 6:00pm

Parish Morning Tea on 15 July
This weekend we celebrate St Michael’s former
parish priest Fr Alt’s 57th Priestly Ordination
Anniversary. Fr Alt will be the celebrant for the
10am Mass. There will be a parish morning tea
following the Mass in the Bush Hall.
All welcome. Please bring a plate to share.

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY WORKSHOP
Begins at Meadowbank on 30 July at 7.30pm - all welcome.
Theology of the Body is regarded as Pope Saint John Paul’s
greatest teaching and one that every Catholic should know
about.
Come for a 5 session workshop in the Parish Hall every Monday
evening beginning on July 30. The workshop is based on the
popular video series by Christopher West. Learn and discuss
what this amazing teaching is all about. Grow in faith as we
reflect about relationships and how God intends them to be.
Please email Elsa Manu (Family Educator) if you are interested.
elsa.manu@gmail.com or call 0433914230. Light refreshments
provided.

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our
baptism to teach and help bring others
to the knowledge and love of Jesus
Christ. A rewarding and outreach
activity is to become a Catechist by
sharing your faith with children in our
local public schools. Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825
if you are interested. You will be trained in conducting
a class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.
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