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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Yr B/2

Entrance Antiphon:
Ps 69: 2, 6
O God, come to my assistance;
O Lord, make haste to help me!
You are my rescuer, my help;
O Lord, do not delay.

1st Reading:
Exodus 16:2-4,12-15
The Lord sends manna from
heaven.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 77(78):3-4,23-25,54
The Lord gave them bread from
heaven.

2nd Reading:
Ephesians 4:17,20-24
Put aside your old self and put on
the new.

Gospel Acclamation:
Matthew 4:4
Alleluia, alleluia!
No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.
Alleluia!

Gospel:
John 6:24-35
It is my Father who gives you the
bread from heaven; I am the bread
of life.

Communion Antiphon:
Wis 16: 20
You have given us, O Lord,
bread from heaven, endowed
with all delights and sweetness
in every taste.
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Gospel

John 6:24-35

When the people saw that neither Jesus nor his
disciples were there, they got into boats and
crossed to Capernaum to look for Jesus. When
they found him on the other side, they said to
him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus
answered: ‘I tell you most solemnly, you are
not looking for me because you have seen the
signs but because you had all the bread you
wanted to eat. Do not work for food that
cannot last, but work for food that endures to
eternal life, the kind of food the Son of Man is
offering you, for on him the Father, God
himself, has set his seal.’ Then they said to
him, ‘What must we do if we are to do the
works that God wants?’ Jesus gave them this answer, ‘This is working for
God: you must believe in the one he has sent.’ So they said, ‘What sign
will you give to show us that we should believe in you? What work will
you do? Our fathers had manna to eat in the desert; as scripture says: He
gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ Jesus answered: ‘I tell you most
solemnly, it was not Moses who gave you bread from heaven, it is my
Father who gives you the bread from heaven, the true bread; for the
bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world.’ ‘Sir,’ they said ‘give us that bread always.’ Jesus answered: ‘I am
the bread of life. He who comes to me will never be hungry; he who
believes in me will never thirst.’

Vocation Story from Fr James McCarthy
Today begins Vocations Awareness Week, and the Church asks us
to pray for our priests and to pray that more young people will hear
the call to serve the Lord in His Church.
Our Church could indeed be doing better. Across Sydney, most of
our priests our now elderly, and many are now born overseas.
Although our Archdiocese ordains 2 or 3 men as priests every year,
these numbers don’t reflect the size of the Catholic population nor
the need for more priests to serve God’s people in these difficult and
challenging times.
When I was ordained a priest almost ten years ago, I was 26 years
old and for about 18 months I was Australia’s youngest priest. Still today, as a relatively
young and relatively well-educated young man, people often ask me why I wanted to
become a priest?
Our world and Australia needs healthy, young and vibrant Catholic priests to witness to
the presence of Jesus Christ. God is still calling people today to serve. Even before I
open my mouth, I am trying to witness to God’s kingdom through my very existence.
The priesthood isn’t normal, and to compare the priesthood to any other profession
misunderstands the nature of God and the supernatural dimension of the priesthood.
I consider myself to be very blessed that I have two loving parents who have formed,
guided and nurtured me in the ways of love and faith. From a young age, I remember
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
being taught that to be a human being is to contribute to
society.
I have learnt to live life in order to make a difference – to share love, peace and joy in
this world and to hope to experience these in Heaven. It is easy to cruise through life, to
sit back and complain, but the truly alive person is someone who contributes and helps
to make our community and world a place of God. Our world is a big place and
sometimes people can feel that one person can’t make a difference. But one person can
make a huge difference.
My family wasn’t overly religious. We didn’t pray all the time. We did attend Mass on
Sundays, my family were involved in parish ministries, but I never attended a Catholic
school. As an 11 year old, I remember seeing the news of some of the sexual abuse crisis
within the Church, and I remember naively thinking that I could do a better job in guiding
the Church than some of our bishops and priests.
As I progressed through high school I didn’t think about becoming a priest. When I
finished school I didn’t know what to do - I considered becoming a lawyer, a politician,
a fireman and a teacher. So I started an Arts degree at Sydney University studying
history, politics and music. My first two years at University had a major impact on my
life. When I finished school, I wasn’t all that serious about my faith. I would behave
respectfully when at church and around my parents and other adults. But around many
of my class mates, I wasn’t particularly proud of my faith nor a great witness to Christ.
During my 3rd week at University, I attended my first Catholic event at Uni. A young 21
year old woman was sharing a talk titled: “God’s plan for love and life.” Just as the talk
was beginning, a large group of activists stormed into the room and protested, yelled
profanities and ridiculed Catholics, God and our faith. When I went home that night I
remember thinking that it isn’t worth being a Catholic if I am going to be half-hearted
about it. Our faith is under attack and I needed to be authentic or not be a Catholic at all.
I decided that day to allow God to change my life. I decided to live for Christ every
moment of every day, and that is what I have tried to do ever since.
While at University I made the decision to allow God’s Holy Spirit to guide me in my
daily journey. I would often pray “God’s will be done!” After Mass one day I sat in the
church quietly and asked for God’s advice. Immediately an idea popped into my head: I
am to be a priest. I found this very unusual and I tried to ignore it. A few weeks later the
idea returned. I ignored this idea again and continued with my plans for life, but over the
next 2 months, all I could think about was God’s plan for me to become a priest. I wanted
to be happy, I wanted to contribute to society, and I wanted to love God. A person doesn’t
need to be a priest to contribute to society, to love God and the Church – but some people
are called to this life of service and it is an incredible life.
After hearing this call, I asked God to provide me some signs. The very next day a good
friend of mine advised me to be open to what God might want for me in life. He said that
every Catholic male worth anything needs to consider that God might be calling him to
the priesthood, even if the person deeply desires for a family.
About a week later I remember running into a priest from Melbourne. He asked me
“When are you going into seminary?” I said to him: “No, I am considering marriage.” A
few weeks later I was on a train and I started talking to a random elderly gentleman. I
chatted to him and explained some of my ideas and political opinions. After 10 minutes
he asked if I was a Catholic. I said Yes, and he said to me: “Have you ever thought about
being a priest?”
That night I returned home and I was nervous. I felt God was calling me and directing
me towards the path of the priesthood. I asked for signs and I was given three signs. I
then talked to a priest and he explained that God will not come down from the clouds and
hit me on the head, but that the Holy Spirit works through other people.
So I prayed and asked for strength and courage, and I took a step. I still wasn’t sure if I
was meant to be a priest but I thought I would give the training a go for 6 months. It takes
7 years to be a priest, and even once I was ordained, everyday I am continuing to journey
towards being the priest Jesus Christ wants me to be.
Our world needs people to stand up and make a difference. Our Church needs all
followers of Christ to be authentic witnesses every moment of every day. Pray for
vocations and for young men and women to listen and respond generously to the call of
God and pray for the mission of the Church. Invite and encourage potential vocations!
Reflection ….CONTINUED
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Collections Update from 29 July
Last week’s collection was quite significantly under the
budgeted amount for collection. Please give generously to assist
with the financial needs of the Parish. Thank you for your
support.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $951 ($350 under target)
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1328
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1350 ($590 under target)
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1943

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available for
download from the Parish Website. Dates are also included
in the downloadable parish calendar.

Soup-Making for the Homeless
On Tuesday 7th August from 10am-1pm, a group of St
Michael's school parents and parishioners are joining
together to make soup and prepare packs for the homeless.
This will be done at the Vinnies Lewisham Night Patrol
Kitchen.
We are looking for more volunteers to join us in this
wonderful opportunity to be Christ for Others. If you can't
make it, any donation toward soup ingredients would be
appreciated. Please contact Elsa on 0433914230

2020 Plenary Council v Parish 2020
Did you know that the 2020 Plenary Council is different to Parish
2020? Parish 2020 is an Archdiocese of Sydney project looking
at how parishes can operate and collaborate together for the
future.
2020 Plenary Council is a national project providing a platform
for a broad scale discussion among Catholics across the country
concerning the future of the Church in Australia and how God
might be speaking to us today. If you are interested in getting
actively involved to discussion, speak with your parish priest or
contact us directly at plenarycouncil@sydneycatholic.org We’d
really love to hear from you.

Vocations Awareness Week
From the 5th -12th August our parish unites with the catholic
community in Australia to celebrate Vocations Awareness Week.
During this week we concentrate our prayers in praying for more
vocations to marriage, the priesthood, religious and consecrated
life. What else can you do to pray for Vocations that week?
•
Attend an extra Mass that week for the vocation of your
children/grandchildren
•
Pray a decade of the Rosary or a full Rosary for vocations
from your parish
•
Visit St Mary Mackillop’s Tomb and pray there
•
Visit Eileen O’Connor’s tomb and offer a prayer there
•
Make a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Mary Help of
Christians in St Mary’s Cathedral to pray for Vocations
•
Pray for Vocations as a family by praying 1 Our Father and
3 Hail Marys before dinner throughout the week
•
Say a Hail Mary for more vocations when you stop at the
Red Traffic Light
•
Be patient with others and offer your emotions to God as
an honest prayer

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB
Page.

PULPIT POINTS 5-August
• The big men fly: Soccer tournament a smashing
success
• The real face of the Church: Dempsey Medal winners
• Maronites honour Mary
• The pill is violence
• Movie Review: Mamma Mia: Here We Go Again
• Wilson resigns: McCarrick scandal scorches US

Meadowbank Parish 70th Anniversary
and St Michael’s Feast Celebrations
h

Parish Retreat Day: Saturday 8 September
Begins with Mass at 9.15am, followed by testimonies,
reflections and meditations on faith, spiritual and
physical healing. Attendees are asked to bring finger
food for a shared lunch at 12.15pm. Concludes at 1pm.
Novena of St Michael the Archangel: begins on 21
September: Will occur at the conclusion of every Mass
until 29 September (Feast Day of St Michael). Novena
cards will be provided.
Day of Prayer, Adoration and Reconciliation:
22 September - 3pm to 6pm. Parish Groups are invited
to lead prayer and praise for 30 minutes at a time.
Adoration and Reconciliation available throughout the
afternoon. Concludes with Benediction at 5.50pm.
More details in future weeks.
Anniversary Mass and Dinner Dance Celebration:
Saturday 29 September - Mass at 5.30pm, followed by
dinner at 7pm for 7.30pm at the Ryde-Eastwood
Leagues Club. Cost is $50 per head. Please start to
coordinate and invite groups and former parishioners to
attend. You might like to arrange a table. Registration
and payments can occur at the Parish Office.
St Michael’s Feast Day Children’s Mass / Family
Luncheon: Sunday 30 September - Mass at 10am,
followed by Lunch and fun around the parish. Children
are invited to dress as Archangel Michael or as any
angel. Lunch will be a BBQ and gold coin donation.

The Bishop’s Blend.

Looking to network with
other young Catholic professionals and learn how to live
your faith in the workplace? Then join the Most Reverend
Bishop Richard Umbers, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney on
Monday, 6th August 2018 at 7:00am at the Radisson Blu
Plaza Hotel Sydney for The Bishop’s Blend, a quarterly
breakfast series for young professionals. Online booking is
essential. For more information and to purchase tickets go to
https://thebishopsblendfifthedition.eventbrite.com or contact
us at bishopsblend@sydneycatholic.org

Solemnity of the Assumption
15 August - Holy Day of Obligation
Other than Sundays, there are only two days in the year
when Catholics are obliged to attend Mass - Christmas Day
(25 December) and the Solemnity of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (15 August).
Mass will be celebrated at St Michael’s on Wednesday 15th
August at 9.15am and 7pm in the evening.
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Roster: 11 / 12 August 2018
Time

Acolyte

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Aneela Pereira
Glen Pereira

8:00AM

Stevanus Prasetyono

Gemma Evesson
Agnes Aldana

Leony Hamor
Livia Bolanca

10:00AM John Fillion

Liturgy for this week

1 David Doring
2 Gemma Martin
3 Henaa Jawher
4 Joseph J K
5 Liz Paricka
6 Paul Thambyah
Joseph D'Mello
Judith Orrock
1 Joan D'souza
2 Joel Tabuso
3 Lala Tabuso
4 Maureen Richardson
5 Celeste Villarente
6 Connie Buttigieg

6- 12 August 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Saturday 4th Aug 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Rev Fr John McCaffery
Tuesday 7th August 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Wednesday 8th August 2018 9:15am
Remembrance Mass for
Damien O’Neill & John Connelly
Thursday 9th August 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Margaret Dickman
Friday 10th August 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Ty Bee Hong
Saturday 11th August 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Samuel Talisayon
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY

Saints of the Week

6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

Mon 6 THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
Feast
Tue 7 Saints Sixtus II, Pope, and his Companions,
Martyrs; Saint Cajetan, Priest
Wed 8 SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS
MACKILLOP, Solemnity and Australia’s Saint.
Thu 9 Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith
Stein), Virgin, Martyr
Fri 10 SAINT LAURENCE, DEACON, MARTYR
Feast
Sat 11 Saint Clare, Virgin

The Piety Stall

CWF Appeal this weekend 4 / 5 August 2018.

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:

will be open after all Masses this weekend

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen and Flowers
Join the Altar Society and keep our church fit for God. We are
in need of more helpers in the Church to clean, do flowers and
vacuum. More help needed. Contact Marie Bennett on 0447
830 551.

Rosary at ANZAC Park, West Ryde
Join people from the local area in praying the Rosary on
Saturday 11th August, at 2:00-3:00pm. Any queries ring
Annette Tidy at 98076892.

Theology of the Body Workshop:
Every Monday during August @ 7.30pm
Theology of the Body is regarded as Pope Saint John Paul’s
greatest teaching. Come and participate in the 5 session
workshop in the Parish Library. Learn and discuss what this
amazing teaching is all about as we reflect about God’s love for
us. Please email Elsa Manu (Family Educator) if you are
interested or just show up. elsa.manu@gmail.com 0433914230.

Envelopes are on the tables/pews. Please give
generously. $30 per active parish envelope contributor
would cover our CWF quota for this collection.

St Michael’s Playgroup
Every Thursday 9-11am in the Parish Hall.
Children ages 0-5 welcome. Enter via the school gate
on Hughes St. Cost $2 and a piece of fruit to share
Free play, sing song, story-time, art/craft and lots
more! Contact Elsa Manu for more info
elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our baptism to teach
and help bring others to the knowledge and love of
Jesus Christ. A rewarding and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing your faith with children
in our local public schools. Ring Judith Orrock on
98742825 if you are interested. You will be trained in
conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.
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