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Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 85: 3, 5
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for
I cry to you all the day long.
O Lord, you are good and
forgiving, full of mercy to all
who call to you.

1st Reading:
Deuteronomy 4:1-2,6-8
Observe these laws and customs,
that you may have life

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 14(15):2-5
The just will live in the presence
of the Lord.

2nd Reading:
James 1:17-18,21-22,27
Accept and submit to the word

Gospel Acclamation:
James 1:18
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Father gave us birth by his
message of truth, that we might
be as the first fruit of his
creation. Alleluia!

Gospel:
Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23
You put aside the commandment
of God, to cling to human
traditions

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 30: 20
How great is the goodness,
Lord,
that you keep for those who fear
you
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Gospel

Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23

The Pharisees and some of the scribes who
had come from Jerusalem gathered round
Jesus, and they noticed that some of his
disciples were eating with unclean hands,
that is, without washing them. For the
Pharisees, and the Jews in general, follow
the tradition of the elders and never eat
without washing their arms as far as the
elbow; and on returning from the market
place they never eat without first sprinkling
themselves. There are also many other
observances which have been handed
down to them concerning the washing of
cups and pots and bronze dishes. So these
Pharisees and scribes asked him, ‘Why do
your disciples not respect the tradition of
the elders but eat their food with unclean
hands?’ He answered, ‘It was of you
hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this passage of scripture: This
people honours me only with lip-service, while their hearts are far from me. The
worship they offer me is worthless, the doctrines they teach are only human
regulations. You put aside the commandment of God to cling to human
traditions.’ He called the people to him again and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you,
and understand. Nothing that goes into a man from outside can make him
unclean; it is the things that come out of a man that make him unclean. For it
is from within, from men’s hearts, that evil intentions emerge: fornication,
theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, pride,
folly. All these evil things come from within and make a man unclean.’
Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
Father’s Day is a day to thank our fathers for what they have
done for us, and it gives us reason to pause, pray and reflect
about our fathers. We have a lot to owe our fathers: love,
respect, gratitude, amongst other things.

Recent studies have shown the importance of a father in a
child's development. The actions of a father seriously effect a
child for better or worse for the rest of their lives. Children
with loving, supportive and actively present fathers have a
lower rate of delinquency, drug & alcohol use, depression and
criminal behaviour. The father's presence is also a significant
positive factor, according to studies, in children succeeding
through school, the workplace, and eventually a lasting marriage. Psychotherapists
today are saying that both parents are vitally important to the stable development
of their children - the mother's input is invaluable in the formative pre-adolescent
years but the father's most important influence is at adolescence - in the teenage
years.
While the idea of fatherhood is a good one, we are reminded time after time of the
number of fatherless children growing up because their fathers have abandoned
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
them, have been unfaithful, and I know many of us know someone who has been
effected by the lack of a true father-figure.
I invite you to take this weekend as an opportunity to live the way the Gospel tells
us to: If you have a bad relationship with your father, forgive him for what he has
done, go to him and try to make peace and honour him on this day. For those who
are fathers, I invite you to make an effort to love, support and encourage your
children, and to provide reasons why your children should honour you.
Encouragement is one of the easiest things to do, but it also has some of the most
amazing consequences.
Fathers should be role models for their children, even if they know it or not.
Equality between men and women underpins Australian society, but fathers are still
expected to be providers and protectors for their family. Good fathers make
sacrifices everyday for their families. Hopefully, fathers try to give their
youngsters, and especially their teenagers, a model of goodness, holiness, faith,
trust in God, and faithfulness to the teachings of Jesus Christ and the Church.
Today is a time for all fathers to reflect upon their duties as responsible and
well-integrated men – as Images of God in the family context. It is also time for all
children to pray for their fathers, wherever they are and whatever situation they are
in, and we should be thankful for the contribution that each of our father’s have
made to our lives. At the very least, we wouldn’t be alive if it wasn’t for our fathers.
Over the years many people have asked me why I have chosen to not be a dad.
Others have said to me that they are convinced that women should be priests. The
one thing I can say is that there is a difference between a father and mother. I view
and understand the service and ministry of the ordained as a ministry of being a
Father. My job is to preach and to teach, but my vocation, my mission in life, is to
be a Father-figure for the community. Mothers are not Fathers and Fathers are not
Mothers.
To many of you, I see myself as a father-figure, someone who is supportive, loving
and encouraging in all moments of your lives. Being a father is not a career – it is
a way of life. The same is true for priests.
Our nation and our Church has an urgent need that all fathers, be they heads of
families or heads of parishes be true and loving men who will give themselves
unconditionally to their natural or spiritual families every day of their lives. Fathers
have a powerful influence for good or evil in our society. Let us pray for our fathers.
At many schools they have Father’s Day stalls and the children are encouraged to
buy a gift for their father or father-figure in their life. A common gift I often see
over the years are various clothing or cups with the phrase: “World’s No 1 Dad.’
You may even see some of these items in the next few days.
But there is one dad who doesn't always get a lot of honour on Father's Day. That
is the "World's No 1. Father," OUR HEAVENLY FATHER.
God is our spiritual dad, actively involved in all areas of our lives. It is God our
Father that we lean on in times of pain and hurt; it is He that we call on in times of
need; it is He that provides for us in all ways and at all times. God wants us to think
of Him as "Dad." This being so, let us take this Father's Day to thank God our
Father, the REAL World's No 1. Dad and invite God into our life afresh and new.
Happy Fathers Day !

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

The parish calendar
of activities is available for download from the Parish Website. It is updated
on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, it is very easy to include the
calendar in your own calendar by simply hitting the + button located on the
parish homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 26-August
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note
the new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1109 ($240 under target)
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1344
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1451 ($520 under target)
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1970

Father’s Day Annual Appeal for Priest
Retirement Foundation
This weekend we will celebrate Fathers Day. Every year on
Fathers Day, there is a special collection for the Priests
Retirement Foundation, which assists with the housing and
day-to-day living costs of all the retired priests in Sydney.
Please give generously to assist our former parish priests
who are now retired. Donations given through the envelopes
are 100% tax deductible. There will be a 3rd collection for
this weekend for this special cause.

Plenary Council
Why not be involved? The 2020 Plenary Council is a
gathering of the Church in Australia to make decisions for
the future. Your voice is important. You are invited to
contribute to the Plenary Council agenda, by sharing your
experience of faith and of the Church. To be involved, visit
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
Become an Ambassador, facilitating listening and dialogue
groups in your parish. If you want to know more, please
speak with your Parish Priest, contact 9390 5100 or email
plenarycouncil@sydneycatholic.org

Mothers Morning with Karen Doyle
Karen Doyle is a mother of three, author, speaker and founder of
Sisterhood Catholic Women’s Movement. She will be coming to
St Michael’s Meadowbank on Monday 10 September 9:3010:30am in the school library. Karen will share her story and a
wealth of powerful insights on being a woman and living a more
fulfilled life. To RSVP by 7/9 or for more information please
contact Elsa Manu elsa.manu@sud.catholic.edu.au or
0433914230. All parishioners are most welcome. Cost: Free.
Morning tea served from 9am. Please enter via the school office.

Sacramental Programs 2018
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Introductory Parent Meeting - 4 Sept
There will be a parent formation meeting for all parents
intending to enrol their child in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. This will occur on Tuesday 4 September at
7pm in the Bush Parish Hall. Please spread the word!

Enrolment Masses - 15-16 Sept
All Candidates are to enrol online prior to the Masses on the
weekend of 15-16. Candidates are then to attend the Mass on
that weekend and submit the necessary paperwork at the
conclusion of the Mass.
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB
Page.

PULPIT POINTS 2-September
• Pope invites media to follow the claims
• Catholics gather with Francis in Dublin
• The awkward blessing of natural family planning
• Taste & believe - The monks who brew beer
• The joy of religious life
• Movie review: Christopher Robin
• Families celebrate with Francis

Our Parish 70th Anniversary &
St Michael’s Feast Celebrations
h

Parish Retreat Day: Saturday 8 September
Begins with Mass at 9.15am, followed by
testimonies, reflections and meditations concluding at 1pm. Attendees are asked to bring
finger food for a shared lunch at 12.15pm.
Novena of St Michael the Archangel: begins on
21 September: Will occur at the conclusion of
every Mass until 29 September (Feast Day of St
Michael). Novena cards will be provided.
Day of Prayer, Adoration and Reconciliation:
22 September - 3pm to 6pm. Parish Groups are
invited to lead prayer and praise for 30 minutes at a
time. Adoration and Reconciliation available
throughout the afternoon. Concludes with
Benediction at 5.50pm. More details in future
weeks.
Anniversary Mass and Dinner Dance
Celebration: Saturday 29 September - Mass at
5.30pm, followed by dinner at 7pm for 7.30pm at
the Ryde-Eastwood Leagues Club. Cost is $50 per
head. Please start to coordinate and invite groups
and former parishioners to attend. You might like to
arrange a table. Registration and payments can
occur at the Parish Office.
St Michael’s Feast Day Children’s Mass / Family
Luncheon: Sunday 30 September - Mass at 10am,
followed by Lunch and fun around the parish.
Children are invited to dress as Archangel Michael
or as any angel. Lunch will be a BBQ and gold coin
donation.

Celebration of Faith Formation Retreat
On Saturday 15th September from 9.00 am-5.00 pm at
the St Joseph Parish Hall Walz St, Rockdale NSW.
Registration fee $30. BYO Lunch. Coffee & tea
provided.

Rosary at ANZAC PARK - 8 September
The Rosary will be prayed in ANZAC Park on
Saturday 8 September at 2pm to 3pm for Our Lady of
the Southern Cross. Rain or shine the event will go on.
Any queries ring Annette Tidy at 98076892.
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Roster: 8 / 9 September 2018
Time

6:00PM
Vigil

8:00AM

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

Stevanus Prasetyono

10:00AM John Fillion

Readers

Prescilla Luzon
Josh Martin

Gregory Cheng
Jo-anne Peters

Livia Bolanca
Joan D'souza

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Rita D’Mello
2 Robyn Meehan
3 Sue Metzmacher
4 Sunitha Victor
5 Brian Maher
6 Carol Maher
Declan Thomas
Joseph D'Mello
1 Felicity Donnelly
2 Felissa Tan
3 Gloria Divine
4 Celeste Villarente
5 Connie Buttigieg
6 Joan D'souza

Liturgy for this week 3 - 9 September 2018)
Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen and Flowers
Join the Altar Society and keep our church fit for God. We are
in need of more helpers in the Church to clean, do flowers and
vacuum. Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551.

Church Cleaning Roster for September
Sarah Magsakay, Henna, Colleen MaGuire, Sue Lobo
LINEN- Ancy Joy (Weekly), Carolyn Thomas (End of month)
VACUUM ROSTER- Suzy Curro

St Michael’s Playgroup - Every Thursday 9-11am in
the Parish Hall. Children ages 0-5 welcome. Enter via the school gate
on Hughes St. Cost $2 and a piece of fruit to share.
Free play, sing song, story-time, art/craft and lots more! For more
information. contact Elsa Manu elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please contact the parish office
to register as a parishioner and to complete a parish census form. We
look forward to praying and serving Jesus with you. Please make our
parish part of your home.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 4th September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Sarah & Tom Mathai
Wednesday 5th September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Michael Brown
Thursday 6th September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Friday 7th September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jesusa Francisco
Saturday 8th September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Vicente Rufino
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY

Saints of the Week
Mon 3 Saint Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor
Fri 7 Friday of week 22 in Ordinary Time
Sat 8 THE BIRTHDAY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our baptism to teach
and help bring others to the knowledge and love of
Jesus Christ. A rewarding and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing your faith with children
in our local public schools. Ring Judith Orrock on
98742825 if you are interested. You will be trained in
conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Parish Retreat Day is Next Saturday
Please join us on 8 September from 9am to 1pm for
the Parish Retreat Day. The day will celebrate Mother
Mary’s birthday and will be conducted concurrently
for both adults and children. The day will begin with
Mass at 9.15am, and will then have 3 sessions of 30
minutes titled FAITH, SPIRITUAL HEALING and
PHYSICAL HEALING. Each session will include
scripture, a testimony and period of personal
reflection. The day will conclude with Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament. Confessions will be available
during the retreat.
Please bring something cold to share for a shared
lunch at 12.15pm. This is the first of the celebrations
of the Parish 70th Anniversary. Please do your best to
attend this day of prayer and enrichment of our own
personal faith with Jesus Christ.

The Piety Stall

will be Open after all
Masses this weekend. Confirmation gifts and cards are
available. Call in and have a look.
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