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Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Sir 36: 18
Give peace, O Lord, to those
who wait for you, that your
prophets be found true.
Hear the prayers of your
servant, and of your people
Israel.

1st Reading:
Isaiah 50:5-9
I offered my back to those who
struck me.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 114(116):1-6,8-9
I will walk in the presence of the
Lord in the land of the living.

2nd Reading:
James 2:14-18
If good works do not go with it,
faith is quite dead.

Gospel Acclamation:
Galatians 6:14
Alleluia, alleluia!
My only glory is the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which
crucifies the world to me and
me to the world. Alleluia!

Gospel: Mark 8:27-35
The Son of Man is destined to
suffer grievously.
Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 35: 8
How precious is your mercy, O
God! The children of men seek
shelter in the shadow of your
wings.
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Gospel

Mark 8:27-35

Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round
Caesarea Philippi. On the way he put this question
to his disciples, ‘Who do people say I am?’ And
they told him. ‘John the Baptist,’ they said ‘others
Elijah; others again, one of the prophets.’ ‘But
you,’ he asked ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter spoke
up and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And he
gave them strict orders not to tell anyone about
him. And he began to teach them that the Son
of Man was destined to suffer grievously, to be
rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the
scribes, and to be put to death, and after three
days to rise again; and he said all this quite openly.
Then, taking him aside, Peter started to
remonstrate with him. But, turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! Because the way you think is
not God’s way but man’s.’ He called the people and his disciples to him
and said, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself
and take up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life
will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it.’

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
Discussions about appropriate use of authority and the real identity of our leaders are
not new. Sometimes Catholics can be tempted to imagine that the situation of the
Catholic Church in respect of sexual abuse over the last 40 years and the systematic
failures of our leaders are the most traumatic and scandalous the Church has ever
seen. Unfortunately, scandals, grave sins and criminal offences are not new amongst
the members of the Church. We are a Church of sinners who are trying everyday to be
saints. Of the twelve apostles, one betrayed Jesus and handed him over to be put to
death, another denied Jesus at least three times, while the rest had periods when they
were unwilling to be identified as followers of Christ.
Hearing and understanding the current popular conception of Jesus and the leaders of
the Church can be useful, but followers of Christ are also called to go beyond viewing
Jesus and the Church through the eyes of the mass media. Every Catholic has a duty
and a responsibility to help the Church be the Body of Christ today. Like Peter, who
courageously identified and proclaimed Jesus as "the Christ", so too we believe in
Christ and belong to the Church because we can see and identify the Body of Christ in
the Church. We commit ourselves to be faithful Christians because Jesus Christ has
called us to follow him and because Jesus Christ asks us to work together in the
permanent mission of being and becoming His Body in the world every day.
Unfortunately the temptation of Peter in today’s Gospel to try to eliminate and ignore
the reality of the sufferings of Jesus has continued in the Church even until today.
There are still leaders in our Church who are trying to cover up or reduce the
significance of the sufferings inflicted on Christ's children. Instead of helping
survivors to have healing and hope and revealing the truth boldly, the reality is that the
world sees the Church's hierarchy and clergy as untrustworthy at best and corrupt
criminals at worst. As individuals, we are called to double our efforts on the path to
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
sanctity. As a community, we must make our Church a place where children and
vulnerable people have a voice and feel safe to find Jesus and journey towards heaven
with us.
Many in the Church and the wider society have identified clericalism as one of the main
issues to be confronted by the contemporary Church. Except in limited situations, the
only special clerical treatment that priests receive today in Australia is the suspicion
that they are all abusers and that priests are always guilty of whatever anyone accuses
them of. However, there is one necessary area of renewal that has not received much
attention. This area of renewal can impact anyone, priests, bishops and lay people, and
it is called absolutism.
Absolutism can occur in any organisation and in any authority figure. Absolutism is
the doctrine and practice of unlimited centralized authority and absolute sovereignty,
as vested especially in a monarch or a dictator. Absolutism creates an atmosphere
where a person is not accountable to a higher authority and those below them are too
afraid to challenge, too conservative to say anything or too respectful to question the
authority.
American church historian Gerald Fogarty SJ wrote in 1989 in Patterns of Episcopal
Leadership (New York: Macmillan Press, 1989), that a form of episcopal absolutism
has become typical amongst Catholic bishops. Absolutism has been allowed to quietly
and aggressively grow without most Catholics even knowing that it exists or what it is.
In most countries, absolutism disappeared in the medieval era with the emergence of
parliamentary systems of government that decentralized authority structures, facilitated
subsidiarity and required transparency and accountability at all levels of society.
Fogarty argues that the emergence of the separation of Church from State in 18th and
19th centuries allowed bishops and the Church to have the freedom to do virtually
whatever they wanted "without government interference". In the name of 'religious
freedom,' Church leaders have often opposed government oversight and have been
slow to provide even basic pre-modern forms of transparency and accountability. The
current reality of the separation of Church from State means that no one can force the
Pope to be transparent or accountable, and likewise, within local dioceses, moments of
genuine openness and transparency can be few and far between. Ironically, there were
more checks and balances for the Church when the Church and State were united,
although uniting religion with the State would be no solution to the problems.
At the end of August, only two weeks ago, the Australian Catholic Bishops accepted in
principle the recommendation of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse to conduct a national review of the governance and management
systems of dioceses and parishes in relation to issues of transparency, accountability,
consultation and the participation of the laity.
The Church needs to be renewed from within by transparent, open and decentralised
structures of leadership, while always remaining within the unity of the one, holy,
catholic and apostolic church. There can be a temptation to centralise authority
structures in the name of transparency, however greater centralisation can result in
deeper absolutism. The Church is the Body of Christ and our Catholic Faith and
Catholic community must be bigger than any individual. We are together the Body of
Christ and the Holy Spirit is present and working both in the Head and in all the
members of this Body.
Please pray on these issues. I don't have all the answers nor even know the questions.
Please consider sharing your own hopes for the Church with the upcoming Plenary
2020. Jesus asks "Who do you say I am?" Maybe the question is “Who do you say the
Church is?" and "How can you help the Church to be what Christ intends it to be?"

Download & Sync Parish Calendar The parish calendar of activities
is available for download from the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google
calendar, it is very easy to include the calendar in your own calendar by simply hitting the + button
located on the parish homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 9 September
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1141 ($210 under target)
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1355
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1460 ($500 under target)
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1990
Priests Retirement Foundation Donations: Further $490.
(Thank you for your great kindness for our retired priests.)

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available for
download from the Parish Website. Dates are also included
in the downloadable parish calendar.

Plenary Council
Why not be involved? The 2020 Plenary Council is a
gathering of the Church in Australia to make decisions for
the future. Your voice is important. You are invited to
contribute to the Plenary Council agenda, by sharing your
experience of faith and of the Church. To be involved, visit
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
Become an Ambassador, facilitating listening and dialogue
groups in your parish. If you want to know more, please
speak with your Parish Priest, contact 9390 5100 or email
plenarycouncil@sydneycatholic.org

Upcoming Parish Bible Program
There will be a 7 week bible study course titled “Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible” being offered in the Parish, starting on Monday 22
October and concluding on 3 December. It will be led by Charbel Raish
of Parousia Media with a video format. Cost will be $10 per person for
the entire program. For more info, contact Elsa Manu on 0433 914 230.

Internationally Renowned Speaker
Coming to Meadowbank on 15 October
Fr Larry Richards, a gifted and captivating speaker, preacher and best
selling US-author, will be coming to our Parish for one night only
during his upcoming Fullness of Truth Australian tour. He will
speak on the topic: “The Mass Explained.” The event will occur on
Monday 15 October at 7pm in the Parish Church. This is a free
event sponsored by the Parish and Sydney Catholic Schools. Fr Larry
will be addressing his talk both to regular parishioners but also to those
who might find the Mass a little boring or irrelevant in their lives.
Please invite friends to attend this special night.

Catholic Mission Annual Appeal this
weekend - 15/16 September
This year we are invited to help to heal a nation through education
in Myanmar. Led by Cardinal Charles Maung Bo of Myanmar, the
church is developing an alternative system of quality education,
with comprehensive teacher training programs and the
establishment of new schools, especially in remote areas. It has
been called an “education revolution”, and the potential impact is
far-reaching. Please give generously to this important work. You
will have an opportunity to become an integral part of this
inspiring work by joining as a regular giver. For more info: call
1800 257 296 or catholicmission.org.au/Myanmar

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB
Page.

PULPIT POINTS 16-September
• Victorian confession fight looms
• The reunion you have when you’re not having a
reunion
• $10,000 poetry prize winner
• Archbishop awards student excellence
• Movie review: Kin
• Fight for the church: Editorial

Meadowbank Parish 70th Anniversary
and St Michael’s Feast Celebrations
h

Novena of St Michael the Archangel: begins on 21
September: Will occur at the conclusion of every Mass
until 29 September (Feast Day of St Michael). Novena
cards will be provided to assist with this.

Day of Prayer, Adoration and
Reconciliation: NEXT SATURDAY
22 September - 3pm to 6pm. Adoration and
Reconciliation available throughout the afternoon.
Concludes with Benediction at 5.50pm.
Each half hour will include a song, some communal
prayer and about 15 minutes of silence. Please attend at
any stage during the afternoon to come and spend time
with Jesus.
Adoration Schedule
3.00 pm - Divine Mercy Group
3.30 pm - Readers/Special Ministers of Communion
4.00 pm - Liturgy Committee
4.30 pm - Music Ministry
5.00 pm - St.Vincent de Paul Society
5.30 pm - Catechists
Anniversary Mass and Dinner Dance Celebration:
Saturday 29 September - Mass at 5.30pm, followed by
dinner at 7pm for 7.30pm at the Ryde-Eastwood
Leagues Club. Tickets are now fully sold for the event.
The night is going to be a lot of fun.
St Michael’s Feast Day Children’s Mass / Family
Luncheon: Sunday 30 September - Mass at 10am,
followed by Lunch and fun around the parish. Children
are invited to dress as Archangel Michael or as any
angel. Lunch will be a BBQ and gold coin donation.

CARPARK WEEDING
Sunday 23 September at 3pm. The landscaping in the
carpark needs weeding, particularly along the Gaza Rd
frontage where the grass needs pulling out. We have
installed a log barrier under the fence which should
minimise grass invasion. Please come and help tidy up the
carpark. Limited tools available so your own gloves and
weeding tools would be appreciated. Contact Don Smith
0414 748 302 if you can help.

MOWING HELP NEEDED.
The mowing team is desperately in need of assistance. Two
members have moved away and we are shorthanded.
Mowing maintenance takes about 2-3 hours one day a
month. If you can help contact Don Smith 0414 748 302
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Roster: 22 / 23 September 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Colleen Maguire
Faby Lobo

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Mel Talisayon
Nick Radice

10:00AM John Fillion

Sean V Wyk
Maria Sharmila

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Pam Keenan
2 Paul Thambyah
3 Prescilla Luzon
4 Rita D’Mello
5 Robyn Meehan
6 Sue Metzmacher
Nora Gardner
Agnes Aldana
1 Felissa Tan
2 Maureen Richardson
3 Darryle Fernandes
4 Joel Tabuso
5 Lala Tabuso
6 Celeste Villarente

(17 - 23 September 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm
Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
7pm - Friday: Confirmation Mass

Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall

will be open after all Masses this weekend.
Confirmation gifts and cards now on sale.

Church Cleaning Roster for September
Sarah Magsakay, Henna, Colleen MaGuire, Sue Lobo
LINEN- Ancy Joy (Weekly), Carolyn Thomas (End of month)
VACUUM ROSTER- Suzy Curro

Volunteers Needed for Parish Family Fun
Day on 30 September
Volunteers from amongst our parishioners are needed to help make the
Family Fun Day on our Parish Feast Day and 70th Anniversary on 30th
September a grand success. We need Volunteers who can help with the
below items for timeslots of 30 mins between 11 am to 1 pm.
- Activity stalls - 12 helpers needed
- Supervision of jumping castle - 4 needed (Anyone with working with
children check or Parents)
- Volunteers with first-aid knowledge or training - 2 needed
- Cleaning and setting up before/after the event - More the merrier!!
If interested, kindly email Danima (danima.grace@gmail.com) or contact
the Parish office

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 18th September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Mary D’Mello
Wednesday 19th September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Paula Dy Chan
Thursday 20th September 2018 9:15am
Mass for the Anniversary of Matthew Ryan and good
health of Elizabeth Rooney
Friday 21st September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Philomena Gabriel
Saturday 22nd September 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Felix Dizon
NOTE: Only One Mass Offering can be received per day.

Saints of the Week
Mon 17 Saint Robert Bellarmine, Bishop, Doctor
Wed 19 Saint Januarius, Bishop, Martyr
Thu 20 Saints Andrew Kim Taegon, Priest, and Paul
Chong Hasang, and their Companions,
Martyrs
Fri 21 SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE,
EVANGELIST Feast

St Michael’s Playgroup
Every Thursday 9-11am in the Parish Hall
Children ages 0-5 welcome. Enter via the school gate
on Hughes St. Cost $2 and a piece of fruit to share
Free play, sing song, story-time, art/craft and lots
more! For more information contact Elsa Manu
elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our baptism to teach and
help bring others to the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ.
A rewarding and outreach activity is to become a Catechist by
sharing your faith with children in our local public schools.
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You
will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and
provided all teaching materials to make you a successful
catechist.

The Annual Catechist Mass will be
held at St Mary's Cathedral on Sunday 23rd September
commencing at 2pm followed by refreshments. Awards will
include Felisa Tan and Evelyn Stiffle for 20 years service in
schools. Congratulations and thank you both.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish part of your home, and feel welcome to bring
experiences from your previous parish to our
community. Please register as a parishioner and
complete a parish census form at the office.
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