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Solemnity of St Michael the Archangel
Parish Feast Day and 70th Anniversary
Social Justice Sunday
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 102: 20
Bless the Lord, all you his
angels, mighty in power,
fulfilling his word, and
heeding his voice.

1st Reading:
Daniel 7:9-10,13-14
Countless thousands
ministered to him.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 137(138):1-5
In the sight of the angels I
will sing your praises, Lord.

2nd Reading:
Apocalypse 12:7-12
Michael and his angles battled
with the dragon.

Gospel Acclamation:
Ps102:21
Alleluia, alleluia!
Bless the Lord,
all you angels,
his ministers who do his will.
Alleluia!

Gospel: John 1:47-51
Above the Son of Man you
will see the angles of God
ascending and descending.

Communion Antiphon
Ps 137: 1
I will thank you, Lord, with
all my heart; in the presence
of the Angels I will praise
you.
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Gospel

John 1:47-51

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming he said of
him, ‘There is an Israelite who deserves the
name, incapable of deceit.’ ‘How do you
know me?’ said Nathanael. ‘Before Philip
came to call you,’ said Jesus ‘I saw you under
the fig tree.’ Nathanael answered, ‘Rabbi, you
are the Son of God, you are the King of
Israel.’ Jesus replied, ‘You believe that just
because I said: I saw you under the fig tree.
You will see greater things than that.’ And
then he added ‘I tell you most solemnly, you
will see heaven laid open and, above the Son
of Man, the angels of God ascending and
descending.’

Reflection of Pope Benedict XVI
for the Feast Day of the Archangels, 2007
What is an Angel? Sacred Scripture and the Church's tradition enable us to discern two
aspects. On the one hand, the Angel is a creature who stands before God, oriented to God
with his whole being. All three names of the Archangels end with the word "El", which
means "God" in Hebrew and Semitic languages. God is inscribed in their names and in their
nature. Their true nature is existing in the sight God and for him. In this very way the second
aspect that characterizes Angels is also explained: they are God's messengers. They bring
God to men and women, they open heaven and thus open earth. Precisely because they are
with God, they can also be very close to humanity. Indeed, God is closer to each one of us
than we ourselves are to each other. The Angels speak to humanity of what constitutes our
true being, of what in our lives’ is so often concealed and buried. They bring men and
women back to themselves, touching each on God's behalf. In this sense, we human beings
must also always return to being angels to one another - angels who turn people away from
erroneous ways and direct them always, ever anew, to God.
All this becomes even clearer if we now look at the figures of the three Archangels whose
Feast the Church is celebrating today. First of all, there is Michael (meaning ‘Who is like
God). We find him in Sacred Scripture above all in the Book of Daniel, in the Letter of the
Apostle St Jude and in the Book of Revelation. Two of the Archangel Michael's roles
become obvious in these texts. He defends the cause of God's oneness against the
presumption of the dragon - the "ancient serpent" (cf. Rev. 12). The serpent's continuous
effort is to make men believe that God must disappear so that they themselves may become
important; that God impedes our freedom and, therefore, that we must rid ourselves of
God. However, the dragon does not only accuse God. The Book of Revelation also calls it
"the accuser of our brethren..., who accuses them day and night before our God" (12:10).
Those who cast God aside do not make man great but divest him of his dignity. Faith in God
defends man in all his frailty and short-comings. Michael's other role, according to Scripture,
is that of protector of the People of God (cf. Dn 10:21; 12:1). Dear friends, be true "guardian
angels" of the Church which will be entrusted to you! Help the People of God whom you
must lead in its pilgrimage to find the joy of faith and to learn to discern the spirits: to accept
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
good and reject evil, to remain and increasingly to become, by virtue of the hope of
faith, people who love in communion with God-Love.
We meet the Archangel Gabriel (meaning: ‘God is my strength’) especially in the
precious account of the annunciation to Mary of the Incarnation of God, as Luke tells
it to us (1:26-38). Gabriel is the messenger of God's Incarnation. He knocks at Mary's
door and, through him, God himself asks Mary for her "yes" to the proposal to become
the Mother of the Redeemer: of giving her human flesh to the eternal Word of God, to
the Son of God. The Lord knocks again and again at the door of the human heart. In
the Book of Revelation God says to the "angel" of the Church of Laodicea and,
through him, to the people of all times: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any
one hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he
with me" (3:20). The Lord is at the door - at the door of the world and at the door of
every individual heart. He knocks to be let in: the Incarnation of God, his taking flesh,
must continue until the end of time. Today too he needs people who make their own
flesh available to him, give him the matter of the world and of their lives, thus serving
the unification between God and the world, until the reconciliation of the universe.
Dear friends, it is your task to knock at people's hearts in Christ's Name. By entering
into union with Christ yourselves, you will also be able to assume Gabriel's role: to
bring Christ's call to all people.
The Archangel Raphael (meaning ‘’God is Healer’) is presented to us, above all in
the Old Testament Book of Tobit, as the Angel to whom is entrusted the task of
healing.
When Jesus sends his disciples out on a mission, the task of proclaiming the Gospel is
always linked with that of healing. The Good Samaritan, in accepting and healing the
injured person lying by the wayside, becomes without words a witness of God's love.
We are all this injured man, in need of being healed. Proclaiming the Gospel itself
already means healing in itself, because man is in need of truth and love above all
things.
The Book of Tobit refers to two of the Archangel Raphael's emblematic tasks of
healing. He heals the disturbed communion between a man and a woman by healing
their love. He drives out the demons who over and over again exhaust and destroy their
love. He purifies the atmosphere between the two and gives them the ability to accept
each other for ever. In Tobit's account, this healing is recounted with legendary images.
In the New Testament, the order of marriage established in creation and threatened in
many ways by sin, is healed through Christ's acceptance of it in his redeeming love.
He makes marriage a sacrament: his love, put on a cross for us, is the healing power
which in all forms of chaos offers the capacity for reconciliation, purifies the
atmosphere and mends the wounds. The priest is entrusted with the task of leading
men and women ever anew to the reconciling power of Christ's love. He must be the
healing "angel" who helps them to anchor their love to the sacrament and to live it with
an ever-renewed commitment based upon it.
Secondly, the Book of Tobit speaks of the healing of sightless eyes. We all know how
threatened we are today by blindness to God. How great is the danger that with all we
know of material things and can do with them, we become blind to God's light.
Healing this blindness through the message of faith and the witness of love is
Raphael's service, entrusted day after day to the priest. Thus, we are prompted
spontaneously also to think of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Sacrament of
Penance which in the deepest sense of the word is a sacrament of healing. The real
wound in the soul, in fact, the reason for all our other injuries, is sin. And only if
forgiveness exists, by virtue of God's power, by virtue of Christ's love, can we be
healed, can we be redeemed.
"Abide in my love", the Lord says to us today in the Gospel (Jn 15:9). Abide in that
friendship with him, full of love, which he is giving you anew at this moment! Then
your lives will bear fruit, fruit that abides (cf. Jn 15:16).
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Collections Update from 23 September

PULPIT POINTS 30-September

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1085 ($280 under target)
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1368
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1413 ($600 under target)
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $2000
Confirmation Collection for Drought Appeal: $2417
Thank you for your generosity and support.

• Fleet blessed amid a sea of people
• NEW LOOK Catholic Weekly: Win an iPad
• Schoolboy league: Fairfield Pats crowned 2018
champions
• Ignite coming to Sydney
• Movie review: Unbroken

Plenary Council
Why not be involved? The 2020 Plenary Council is a gathering of
the Church in Australia to make decisions for the future. Your
voice is important. You are invited to contribute to the Plenary
Council agenda, by sharing your experience of faith and of the
Church. To be involved, visit http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
Become an Ambassador, facilitating listening and dialogue
groups in your parish. If you want to know more, please speak with
your Parish Priest, contact 9390 5100 or email
plenarycouncil@sydneycatholic.org

Internationally Renowned Speaker
Coming to Meadowbank on 15 October
Fr Larry Richards, a gifted and captivating speaker, preacher
and best selling US-author, will be coming to our Parish for
one night only during his upcoming Australian tour. He will
speak on the topic: “The Mass Explained.” The event will
occur on Monday 15 October at 7pm in the Parish Church.
This is a free event sponsored by the Parish and Sydney
Catholic Schools. Fr Larry will be addressing his talk both to
regular parishioners but also to those who might find the
Mass a little boring or irrelevant in their lives. Please invite
friends to attend this special night.

Parish Bible Program (22 Oct to 3 Dec)
There will be a 7 week bible study course titled “Unlocking
the Mystery of the Bible” being offered in the Parish, starting
on Monday 22 October and concluding on 3 December. It
will be led by Charbel Raish of Parousia Media with a video
format. Cost will be $10 per person for the entire program.
For more info, contact Elsa Manu on 0433 914 230.

Special Thank You.
Over the last month, many volunteers have helped to prepare for
the Parish Feast Day and Anniversary.
Thank you especially to the Anniversary Spiritual Committee:
Robin Meehan & Danima Devasahayam, especially for
organising the Retreat Day, Day of Adoration and Novena.
Thank you to the Dinner Dance Committee organisers - Marie
Bennett, Gemma Evesson and Warwick Chant.
Thank you to the Family Fun Day Organisers - Danima
Devasahayam, Cindrella Francis, Elsa Manu, Sue Marendy, Sue
Russell and Suzy Pintar.
Thank you to everyone who has participated and assisted.
This month has been a true blessing for the community. We have
come together to celebrate our faith, our patron and our history.
May our whole parish be richly rewarded with God’s grace at this
time.

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB
Page.

Meadowbank Parish 70th Anniversary
and St Michael’s Feast Celebrations
h

Anniversary Mass this Saturday at 5.30pm
Welcome back to all our special guests and past
parishioners. Welcome especially to Fr John Alt,
Fr Peni, Fr Bob Hayes and Fr Don Richardson.
St Michael’s Feast Day Family Fun Day - This
Sunday from 11am to 1pm
Lunch is a BBQ with a gold coin donation. There will
be a jumping castle, photobooth, stalls, activities for
children and adults, live music and community fun.

Catholic Social Justice Statement 2018–2019
The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement
for 2018–19 is titled A Place to Call Home: Making a
home for everyone in our land. It confronts the growing
challenge of homelessness and housing insecurity in
Australia.
The latest Census figures show that more than 116,000
Australians are homeless – something unacceptable for a
rich and well-resourced nation like ours. Yet these people
are only the tip of the iceberg: welfare agencies report
growing numbers of families and individuals struggling to
meet the cost of mortgages or rents and turning to specialist
housing services, which are often unable to meet demand.
The Scriptural basis of the Statement is Jesus’ parable of
the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30–35), about an outsider
who does something that rich and influential men refuse to
do: he stops to help a man in desperate need, takes him to
safety and pays for his care. The Statement also draws on
the example of Pope Francis, who has reached out to men
and women on the streets of Rome and reminded us
forcefully of the rights of people experiencing
homelessness around the world.
The Bishops consider the extent of our housing crisis and
Australia’s falling rates of home ownership. They focus
especially on those in our society who are most vulnerable
to housing insecurity and homelessness. We are reminded
that safe and secure housing is a human right, asserted both
by the Church’s social teaching and by the Declaration of
Human Rights.
Homelessness is a challenge for all levels of society: for
government, for Church and community, and for us as
individuals. Each one of us can make a difference and,
when we join with others, we can be a real force for change
that ensures everyone has a place to call home.
To download the Social Justice Statement, visit the
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council website
(www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au).
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Roster: 6 / 7 October 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Family Vigil
Youth Readers

8:00AM

Stevanus Prasetyono

Gregory Cheng
Jo-anne Peters

10:00AM John Fillion

Jonathan Ling
Jeremy Billings

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Joseph J K
2 Liz Paricka
3 Robyn Meehan
4 Pam Keenan
5 Paul Thambyah
6 Prescilla Luzon
Violet Moussa
Nora Gardner
1 Gloria Divine
2 Joan D'souza
3 Felicity Donnelly
4 Celeste Villarente
5 Connie Buttigieg
6 Felissa Tan

(1 - 7 October 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
7pm - First Friday Mass followed by Pizza Fellowship
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends of the
month. Our next opening will be on 6th & 7th October.

Parish Annual Volunteers Luncheon to thank all
contributors to the Parish. Save the date on November 25 @
11.30am. Will occur in the Parish Hall. More details to come!

Volunteers Needed for Parish Family Fun
Day on 30 September
Volunteers are needed to help make the Family Fun Day on our
Parish Feast Day a grand success. We need Volunteers who can help
with the below items for timeslots of 30 minutes between 11 am to
1pm this Sunday 30 September.
- Activity stalls - 12 helpers needed
- Supervision of jumping castle - 4 needed (Anyone with working
with children check or Parents)
- Volunteers with first-aid knowledge or training - 2 needed
- Cleaning and setting up before/after the event - More the merrier!!
If interested, kindly email Danima (danima.grace@gmail.com) or
contact the Parish office asap.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 2nd October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Faust & Rose de Souza
Wednesday 3rd October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Gloria Lamoste Galecio
Thursday 4th October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jamil Antoun
Friday 5th October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Paul Pereira
Saturday 6th October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY

Saints of the Week
Mon 1 Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin, Doctor
Tue 2 The Holy Guardian Angels
Wed 3 Wednesday of week 26 in Ordinary Time
Thu 4 Saint Francis of Assisi
Sat 6 Saint Bruno, Priest

ROSTER- CHURCH CLEANERS
For the Month of October: Marie Bennett, Fadia
Tohme, Amala Ambrose, Grace Wei & Christine
Henderson
LINEN: Vi Moussa, Vacuum Roster: Justin Isaac

Congratulations
Awards and certificates presented at the 5.30pm Mass on
29 September:
Papal Blessing Catechist Award for 20 years of service:
Felisa Tan and Evelyn Stiffle
Extraordinary Minister Certificates: Rose Dearden,
Danima Devasayam, Gemma Evesson, Darryl Fernandes,
Devonna Gonsalves, Vinodh Stanley, Felicity Donnelly
Acolyte Certificates: Moussa El Bayeh & Joel Tabuso
Dempsey Archdiocese of Sydney Medal : Sue Metzmacher

MOWING HELP NEEDED.
The mowing team is desperately in need of additional
assistance. Two members have moved away and we
are shorthanded. Mowing maintenance takes about 2-3
hours one day a month. If you can help contact Don
Smith 0414 748 302

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration &
census form at the office. Consider volunteering and
joining the parish planned giving.
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