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1st Sunday of Advent Yr C/1
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Ps 24: 1-3
To you, I lift up my soul, O my
God. In you, I have trusted; let
me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over
me; and let none who hope in
you be put to shame.

Jesus said to his disciples:
‘There will be signs in the
sun and moon and stars; on
earth nations in agony,
bewildered by the clamour
of the ocean and its waves;
men dying of fear as they
await what menaces the
world, for the powers of
heaven will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things
begin to take place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your
liberation is near at hand. ‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be
coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life,
and that day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will
come down on every living man on the face of the earth. Stay
awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is
going to happen, and to stand with confidence before the Son of
Man.’

1st Reading:
Jeremiah 33:14-16
I will make a virtuous Branch
grow for David.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 24(25):4-5,8-9,10,14
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

2nd Reading:
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
May you be blameless when our
Lord Jesus Christ comes again.

Gospel Acclamation:
Ps 84:8
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and
love, and grant us your
salvation. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 21:25-28,34-36
That day will be sprung on you
suddenly, like a trap.

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 84: 13
The Lord will bestow his
bounty, and our earth shall
yield its increase.
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Luke 21:25-28,34-36

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
The Advent Season is a time of preparation for Christmas. The Latin word
adventus translates as ‘coming’, arrival or presence. It is
used on a number of occasions in the New Testament. In
the language of the ancient world, the word adventus was
a technical term used to indicate the visit or arrival of the
king or emperor to a province. It is also used to indicate
the coming of a divine person who manifests his
presence to others.
The Australian experience of Advent should be far more
than simply preparing to celebrate a public holiday with
decorations, food, drinks and gifts. In the midst of the
busyness of December, the Church invites us to prepare
to celebrate the Mass of Christ, for that is what Christmas is. We remember the
coming of Christ at his birth at Bethlehem, but also prepare for the coming
again of Christ into our lives today and the coming of Christ at the end of time.
Christ’s Mass is the eternal banquet which occurs in Heaven. That is what we
are called to prepare for when we get ready for Christmas. The Mass of Christ!
Christians use the word advent to express our relationship with Jesus. Jesus is
the King who entered this poor ‘province’ or ‘state’ which we call ‘earth’ or
‘our homeland’ to pay us a visit; he makes all those who believe in him
participate in his Coming. The essential meaning of the word adventus is: ‘God
is here’ – literally - God’s presence is here. God did not withdraw from the
world when Jesus ascended into Heaven. God has not deserted us or humanity.
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
Even if we cannot see and touch Jesus in the same way that you can see and
touch a human person, his presence is so close to us in many ways. His real
presence lives in the tabernacle in our Church and we receive this presence in
Holy Communion during every Mass. Pray that we will believe and will
experience the presence of Jesus anew during this advent season.
December is a month when people do a lot of shopping, but how often do people
think about giving a gift to Jesus. The practice of giving gifts at Christmas dates
back to when the magi brought gifts to Jesus at his birth. I wonder: What gift are
we being invited to give to Jesus this Christmas? Jesus desires that we give him
the greatest gift possible for his birthday – the gift of our very lives in worship
of his presence. He wants us to love him, serve him and build his kingdom in this
world, and to desire eternity with him.
During December and January, most Australians eat and drink, have fun playing
the newest computer and video games, watch movies or the cricket, go to the
beach, read the most recent best-seller, play backyard sports, and visit friends
and relatives. But Jesus reminds us that there is something more important than
feasts or parties or games. We need to be prepared to attend the Feast, the
Banquet of Eternal life – Christ’s Mass.
In the days and weeks prior to Christmas, I encourage you to begin to consider
what gifts you can give to Jesus Christ this Christmas and in the New Year. Jesus
came in simplicity and humility and was born in a stable. At his birth, he was
placed in the food trough of the animals as his manger, showing that from his
birth he was to become the food that will nourish creation. Let us prepare to
make room for the presence of Christ in our lives and our families this
Christmas.
May God Bless you and your families during this time of preparation for the
Coming of Christ anew into our lives.

Jesse Tree - Giving to those in need at Christmas
Please consider visiting the Jesse Giving Tree at the Rear of the Church and taking
one of the gift tags to provide a gift for someone in need this Christmas. Please return
gifts to the Parish Office or the base of the tree by 16 December. Thank you for your
support and participation.

An Advent App for Christmas! – Meet Me in the Silence.
Walk the journey to Advent on your mobile device. Each day delivers a new video,
podcast or written feature to assist you to prepare for Christmas and meet Jesus in
the silence, despite the busyness of the Christmas season.
The Advent Calendar App is free and available on your iPhone, iPad and Android
devices. Search for "Xt3 Advent" in the Google Play store or the App store, or visit
www.sydneycatholic.org/xt3advent

Protection of Children.

A copy of Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Policy on the care, well-being and protection of children and young persons is
available in the Parish office and from the Parish Website.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download
from the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google
calendar, it is easy to include the calendar in your own calendar by simply
hitting the + button on the homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 25 November

PULPIT POINTS 2-December

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note
the new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1345
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1430
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1968
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $2020
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person
can easily setup via their own online banking to give to the
parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292000; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• Bill comes home: Former Governor-General prepares
for his First Communion
• Asia Bibi protest
• Archbishop Fisher OP: Christ is our King
• All for her: Californians push to consecrate their state
to Mary
• Movie review: Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of
Grindelwald
• New Catholic students curriculum

West Ryde Carols in Anzac Park.
Saturday December 22 @ 5:30pm-8.30pm. Live Music Carol singing - The Christmas Story - Free Coffee Jumping Castles for the kids - Animal Farm for the kids.

Cathedral Choral Christmas Concert.
On Friday 14 December, St Mary’s Cathedral will celebrate
Christmaswith carols and an overwhelming feeling of Christmas
joy for the annual and anticipated Choral Christmas Celebration.
There will be two performances at 11am & 7pm with tickets
starting at $20. Visit www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc for more
information.

Special Christmas Piety Store for One
Night Only on Friday 7 December.
Come and support the Sisters of Saint Elisabeth (from Belarus
- near Russia). The Sisters were founded in 1996 to give
spiritual, social and financial support to the sick and suffering
children with special needs and mentally challenged adults.
Many of the sick express themselves in art for God by working
together with the Sisters and making beautiful hand painted
icons, crosses, crucifixes, woodcarvings,
embroidered and ceramic gifts. These will be available for
purchase before and after 7pm Mass on Friday 7 December.

Vinnies Annual Christmas Appeal
will continue this weekend to help struggling families in
our area. Any donation that you make will be a great help.
Envelopes can be found in the pews or at the doors of the
church. Tax receipts will be provided for all donations.
Thank you for your generosity.

DECEMBER CHURCH CLEANER ROSTER
Reny Ng, Robyn Meehan, Rose & Moussa El Bayeh
LINEN: Joan De Souza; End of month: Maureen
Richardson; VACUUM: Basil Cafizzi
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

PARISH BIBLE STUDY:
Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible - Every Monday
evening until 3 December from 7pm to 8.30pm
This course has been very highly regarded and is led
by Charbel Raish (Parousia Media director).
Make sense of the Bible and see how it relates to your
everyday life, Discover the remarkable connections
between the Old and New Testaments and See how the
sacraments, the Church and our entire Catholic Faith is
rooted in Scripture. Please text Elsa 0433914230 or
just show up at 7pm this Monday night. Cost: Free or
$25 for study guide.

Talk at St. Kevin’s Eastwood - Tuesday @
7pm. You are warmly invited to prepare for
Christmas by hearing through Fr Richard Leonard SJ
speak about ‘Advent: The New Beginnings’ on
Tuesday, 4th of December at 7pm. Fr Richard
Leonard SJ is known for his dynamic presentations
and in-services around the world. He is the author of a
number of thought provoking books. Don’t miss this
wonderful opportunity to hear an amazing speaker and
enrich your faith! Venue: Catholic Parish of St. Kevin,
36 Hillview Rd. Eastwood - this Tuesday.

Lights of Christmas Launch this
Wednesday 5th December @ St Mary's
Cathedral. Come and celebrate the Launch of the Lights of
Christmas for 2018.
5:30PM Mass celebrated by Bishop Richard Umbers
6:30PM Concert on the Cathedral steps featuring Gary Pinto
7:30PM Lights of Christmas celebration followed by
official opening with Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP and
NSW premier Gladys Berejiklian.
A great way to spend your Wednesday evening by joining
the thousands of Sydney-siders for the opening of the Lights
of Christmas.

Decorating the Church and Parish
for Christmas - this Friday 7
December from 5.30pm.
Please participate in preparing for Christmas by
decorating our church and surroundings. The main
effort will occur from 5.30pm until 7pm, with a Mass
(Vigil of the Immaculate Conception) at 7pm. There
will be pizza, drinks and more decorating after Mass.
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Roster: 8 / 9 December 2018
Time

Acolyte

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Sue Metzmacher
Sunitha Victa

8:00AM

Stevanus Prasetyono

Chris Twomey
Gemma Evesson

10:00AM John Fillion

Livia Bolanca
Leony Hamor

Please collect new roster from rear of Church

Liturgy for this week

1 Sunitha Victor
2 Brian Maher
3 Carol Maher
4 David Doring
5 Gemma Martin
6 Prescilla Luzon
Joseph D'Mello
Judith Orrock
1 Felicity Donnelly
2 Felissa Tan
3 Maureen Richardson
4 Joan D'souza
5 Joel Tabuso
6 Lala Tabuso

(3 - 9 December 2018)

Sacraments:

defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Christmas Mass Times:
24/25 December
Children’s Mass with Pageant:
24 December at 5pm
Parish Mass: 24 December at 8pm
(followed by drinks and cake in the hall).
Midnight Mass: 12am with carols from 11.30pm
Christmas Day Mass: 9.15am
Please spread the invitations far and wide.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings

Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
7pm - First Friday Mass (Immaculate Conception)

Saturday 1st December 2018 9:15am
Thanksgiving Mass from Kurisingal Family
Tuesday 4th December 2018 9:15am
Thanksgiving Mass for new born Chris Hwang
Wednesday 5th December 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Marie Overlunde
Thursday 6th December 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jose Vallejo
Friday 7th December 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Neville Gittany
Saturday 8th December 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Phyllis Farrington
Note: Only One Mass Offering Permitted per day.

Weekend Masses:

Become a Catechist for 2019.

6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

All Christians are called through our baptism to teach
and help bring others to the knowledge and love of
Jesus Christ. A rewarding and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing your faith with children
in our local public schools. Ring Judith Orrock on
98742825 if you are interested. You will be trained in
conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

1st

Saturday

Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

The Piety Stall will be open after all Masses this weekend.
Christmas items, Advent Calendars & Christmas cards are available.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Have you ever noticed how beautiful our sanctuary and church is
arranged? We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean
and vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Please consider volunteering by contacting Marie Bennett on 0447 830
551. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to
the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors.

Mowing Help Needed: The mowing team is in need of
assistance. Two members have recently moved and we are
shorthanded. Mowing maintenance takes about 2-3 hours one day a
month. If you can help contact Don Smith 0414 748 302

Christmas Midnight Mass & Carol singing
Singers and musicians are cordially invited to share your talents at our
Midnight mass and carol singing. Practices will be on Friday 14th and
21st December at 7pm. For any further details please call David on
0418276360.

Saints of the Week
Mon 3 Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
Tue 4 Saint John Damascene, Priest, Doctor
Thu 6 Saint Nicholas, Bishop
Fri 7 Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor
Sat 8 The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Solemnity

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration &
census form at the office. Consider volunteering and
joining the parish planned giving.
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