
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 104: 3-4
Let the hearts that seek the
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord
and his strength; constantly
seek his face.

1st Reading:.
Ecclesiasticus 35:12-14, 16-19
The humble man's prayer pierces
the clouds

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 33(34):2-3,17-19,23
The Lord hears the

cry of the poor.

2nd Reading:
2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18
All there is to come now is the
crown of righteousness reserved
for me

Gospel Acclamation:
2 Cor 5:19
Alleluia, alleluia!
God was in Christ, to reconcile
the world to himself; and the
Good News of reconciliation he
has entrusted to us. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14
The tax collector, not the
Pharisee, went home justified.

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 19: 6
We will ring out our joy at your
saving help and exult in the
name of our God.
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Gospel
Jesus spoke the following parable to some
people who prided themselves on being
virtuous and despised everyone else:
‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray,
one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector.
The Pharisee stood there and said this
prayer to himself, “I thank you, God, that
I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like
the rest of mankind, and particularly that I
am not like this tax collector here. I fast
twice a week; I pay tithes on all I get.”
The tax collector stood some distance
away, not daring even to raise his eyes to
heaven; but he beat his breast and said,

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, I tell you, went home
again at rights with God; the other did not. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but the man who humbles himself will be
exalted.’
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Luke 18:9-14
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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C/1

Reflection by Fr Emmanuel Seo
Travel is expedient for either introducing new things to the mind or recalling
a novelty experience gone by. This reflection probably concerns the latter, as
I had a deja-vu moment recently. Like a smart phone accidentally being
activated in the pocket, my holidaying brain in battery-saving mode was
somehow woken up by an otherwise mundane item. How mundane? It was
butter. Ordinary… household… butter.
In case you’re wondering there’s no need for pity, because I did a whole lot
more during my trip than to stare at a dairy product. Nevertheless, this butter
was moulded like a rose! So how could I possibly ignore it? Its aesthetics
instantly made all others seem boring by comparison. But then what good is
butter if it’s just to be looked at? For if it was only meant for viewing you
may as well gaze at a real flower instead. So as this lovely dairy rose was
brutally destroyed in the hands of merciless knives, it triggered a thought: Is
‘boring’ a valid way to describe butter? In fact, is butter supposed to be
judged at all by its appearance? Truth is, I have no recollection of what the
best butter I’ve ever had looked like, because all I remember is how it tasted.
And now that I know which is the prettiest butter I’ve ever had, it certainly
wasn’t the best.
My initial judgment was misplaced, because I carelessly applied the wrong
standard of measure. Unfortunately, such errors are probably more common
than we realise. After all, we live in a pluralistic age, where opinion
constantly redefines reality and distinctions and boundaries are often blurred
and compromised. The distraction of a rose-shaped butter was a mere
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Acknowledgement of the land

We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation.  We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church -
Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees &
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community
a place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents & skills are most welcome.

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

reminder that we are not completely free from these cultural influences. So
it’s easy to judge a book by its cover, butter by its shape, people by their PR
or social image, and even holy things, such as Mass, by their entertainment
value. For example, how many times have we heard this as an excuse for
not practising the faith – ‘Mass is boring’? However, is ‘boring’ an
appropriate adjective for the Holy Sacrifice when it is not entertainment?
Should we react by making the liturgy more entertaining? No, unless we
believe that the quality of butter should be measured by its shape rather than
its taste.
Jesus says in John’s Gospel, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you; he
who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him
up at the last day. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink
indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in
him.” (Jn 6:53-56) Therefore, the real value of Holy Mass is not in anything
else, but in Christ’s eternal Sacrifice itself. We profit by participating with
right disposition of soul and body, to be in communion with Jesus and His
Church so that we may have eternal life. Hence, the one legitimate question
to ask is whether or not the Mass is valid – ‘Is Jesus actually Present at this
Mass? Or is he not?’ For what we taste here is beyond the judgment of this
world or the senses. It is heaven itself in the Real Presence of God – His
Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. What an underserved privilege, a gift
which words cannot describe and senses cannot grasp!

Reflection Continued

Download/Sync Parish Calendar - view and download from
the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, you
can easily add the calendar to your calendar by pressing the + button on the
homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Silence in the church.  Please maintain a respectful silence in the
church at all times, knowing that Jesus is Really Present in the tabernacle.
Also, let us be mindful that people are making their spiritual preparation and
thanksgiving before and after Mass.
No clapping after Mass. A reminder that clapping is the proper
response to a performance rather than prayer.  Please pray instead for
whomever you would like to thank.  A word of encouragement may also be
helpful.
_________________________________________________________
JOIN IN THE EXPERIENCE OF A TWILIGHT RETREAT
You are invited to share in a formation experience hosted by the Hunters Hill Parish and
facilitated by Brother Graham Neist from the Marist Brothers Sydney. The theme of this
afternoon / evening retreat is “Why does God rejoice as living as you?”
This is a wonderful opportunity to share in nurturing your faith and spirituality with
Catholics from local and surrounding parishes.
JOIN YOUR LOCAL TWILIGHT RETREAT
WHERE:   Holy Name of Mary, 3 Mary Street Hunters Hill
WHEN:     Saturday, 16th November 2019
TIME:       2:30pm—5:30pm followed by 6pm Mass
PLEASE REGISTER YOUR INTEREST AND ATTENDANCE:
plenarycouncil@sydneycatholic.org or contact Barbara Perry 0438 012 964

mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
mailto:meynardo@laposte.net
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Collections Update from 20 October
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note
the new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):  $1,089
2nd  Collection (parish costs):      $1,540
Healing Mass 1st Collection  :  $979

DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003;  Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.
CREDIT CARD GIVING
Please contact the Parish Office to setup giving via credit cards.

CWF APPEAL Next weekend, 2/3 November 2019. Our
parish is asked to play an important role in supporting an important
initiative of the Sydney Archdiocese: The Charitable Works Fund
(CWF) Pastoral Appeal, our premier charity. Appeal envelopes are
in the pews and tables around the church. Please take one and return
the envelope next weekend. Let us show our Christian solidarity for
one another by sharing what we can with our neighbours. Thank
you.

PULPIT POINTS 27 October 2019
• My Newman miracle
• All Souls and All Saints: Meet your family
• Pray-ers take Mary to the streets
• East meets West at ACU
• Movie review: Downton Abbey
• NT Bishop has a plan

All Souls Day Mass– Saturday
2 November 2019

Mass Time: 9:15am
1. The front Alcove will become the Shrine of
Remembrance for your loved ones who passed away.
2. The Book of Remembrance will have the names of the
deceased loved ones you have written in the November
Mass offerings and all offerings during November.
3. The names of your deceased love ones will not be read
during Mass but Fr Emmanuel will offer the Masses from
November onwards.
4. The Book of Remembrance will be placed in the Alcove
during the week but will be placed at the foot of the Altar
every Vigil and Sunday Masses for the whole month of
November.
5. The Book of Remembrance will also contain a notebook
where you can write the name of your loved ones or a
prayer, or a message.
6.  There will be a platform in the Alcove to put a photo,
memento of your loved ones or flowers  which will stay in
the alcove for the whole month of November.
7.  The votive Candle stand will be move from the front to
the Alcove on All Souls Day.
8.  The Book of Remembrance will be available for you to
write prayers and messages commencing this weekend
26/27 October 2019.

 Playgroup
St Michael's Meadowbank Playgroup is back for Term 4!

    Please join us in the Parish Hall at 9.15am- 11am on
    Thursdays for a morning of free play, craft, songs,
    stories and outside play. Cost is $2 and bring a piece
    of fruit to share. Everyone is welcome!

   Upcoming themes include
 31 Oct- All Saints Day Party (dress up as your favourite

              saint or superhero)
    7 Nov- Let's cook (join us to make pizza and ice cookies)
    14 Nov- Community Helpers (Fire truck visit- subject to
              emergency)
    21 Nov- Our School (great for Kindy 2020 children!)

Upcoming Friday SPaRs (Stop, Pray and Reflect)

All Saints Day Party- 1 November
Join us after a whole school Mass on 1 November to celebrate

    All Saint's Day. Please bring a plate for morning tea to share.
    10am- 11am. Includes the chance to decorate your own glass
    candle for your prayer space and a reflection on the call to holiness.

Vinnies Night Patrol training- 8 November 2019
Would you like to volunteer for Vinnies van with our community?

    Come along to training in the parish meeting room from 2pm-
    3.20pm. Please RSVP ASAP to family educator as paperwork needs
    to be completed beforehand.
    For further information on Playgroup or SPaR, contact our School's
    Family Educator, Kirrily McDermott on

kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au or her Facebook
    page, Family, Faith and Wellbeing at St Michael’s  Meadowbank.

  Healing and Forgiveness Retreat
 A One Day retreat has been organised for parents and

    parishioners in the Ryde area. The theme of the day will be
    healing and forgiveness and includes testimony from
    2 inspiring speakers.
    When: Wednesday 4 December
    Where: Holy Name of Mary Parish Hall, 3 Mary St,
    Hunters Hill.
    Time: Everybody is welcome to attend the  Parish Mass at
    9am first or the day begins at 9.35am in the hall and finishes
    at 2.30pm
    Cost: $10
    RSVP: Wednesday 27 November - Please leave your name and
    $10 in an envelope at the parish or school office. Hope to see you
    there. Kirrily McDermott (Family Educator at St Michael’s
    Primary School)
    For more information please email me at

kirrily.mcdermott@syd.catholic.edu.au

Parish Morning Tea on 17th November,
Sunday after the 10 am Mass. Organized by
the Catechists.

All Saints Day Masses- Friday 1 November
9:15am Mass- Whole School Attending
7:00pm Mass- All Saints Day & First Friday
            Mass followed by parish fellowship
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Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast

into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Liturgy for this week        (28 Oct - 3 Nov 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:15pm-4.45pm (AEST)
Devotions:
Mass for Catechists: Every 1st Tuesday at 8:15am
Prayer for Priests:  Every 1st Saturday at 8:45am
First Friday Sacred Heart Devotion: 1st Friday Mass at 7pm
Morning Prayer: Every Sunday at 7:35am
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
(with Reconciliation & Benediction)
8:15am-9:15am every Friday & Saturday
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Time Acolyte Readers
Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

5:00PM
Vigil Jim Lemcke Family mass

Youth readers

1 Rita D’Mello
2 Robyn Meehan
3 Sunitha Victor
4 Aurita Borges
5 David Doring
6 Gemma Martin

8:00AM Meynardo Talisayon Mel Talisayon
Chris Twomey

Norman Fairbairn
Violet Moussa

10:00AM John Fillion Maureen Richardson
Joan D'souza

1 Maureen Richardson
2 Joel Tabuso
3 Felissa Tan
4 Gloria Divine
5 Lala Tabuso
6 Joan D'souza

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Monday: Communion Service
9.15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
5:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass (AEST)
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses
(10am with Children’s Liturgy during School Term)

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings

Mass of Remembrance for Joseph Dang
Wednesday 30th October 9:15am

Mass of Remembrance for Rose Belcastro
Note: Only One Mass Offering is permitted per day.

St Michael’s Church,
Meadowbank 
Please follow us online

Feasts & Saints of the Week
Mon 28 SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE,
APOSTLES Feast
Fri 1 ALL SAINTS Solemnity
Sat 2 ALL SOULS

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange
flowers, clean and vacuum the church on a weekly
basis. We always need more help. Contact Marie
Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer. Flowers cost
about $100 per week. Please consider donating to
the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church
doors or can be made through the Parish Office.

Piety Stall is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends
of the month.  We will be open again on Saturday
2nd and Sunday 3rd November.

Baptism on 27th October, Sunday at 10am
Child: Carter Jon Burman
Parents: Ryan Jon Burman & Jessamine Gaule Avila
Child:  Layla Ann Dunne
Parents:  James Edmund & Melinda Ann Dunne

Recently Deceased Gracy Rodrigus

Changes of Mass Times Starting on Advent
Permanent Vigil Mass Time will start on Saturday
30th November at 5:30pm.
Tuesday Mass Time will be at 9:15am permanently
starting 3rd December (no more 8:15am Mass).

Attention Catechists The final meeting for 2019 will
be held on Tuesday 5th November 2019 from 11am in the
Father Alt Meeting Room. Thank you.
Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please
make our parish your home. Feel welcome to
share experiences and ministries from your
previous parish with our community. Please
complete a parish registration & census form at
the office. Consider volunteering and joining the
parish planned giving.

Church Cleaners Roster for November
Rene Gittany, Gemma Martin & Joan
D’Souza
LINEN: Pescilla Luzon
VACUUM: Anto Ambrose


